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"The glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." 2 Cor. 4:6

That God was under any obligation or necessity to reveal Himself to
man, is an idea that cannot for a moment be seriously entertained. It
will follow, then, that such a revelation of Himself, of His mind and
will, to fallen creatures having been made, it must be regarded as
astounding act of His sovereign mercy, irrespective of any claim
whatever arising from the creature man. The source where it
originates must be entirely within God Himself. The great point
which now lies before us bears upon the mode of the Divine
revelation; and resolves itself into the single and important inquiry-
What forms the most perfect revelation of the glory of God to man? It
is the design of this chapter, in humbly attempting an answer to this
question, to show that the only full and perfect revelation of the glory
of God is seen in the Lord Jesus; that apart from a spiritual and
experimental knowledge of the Son there can be no true, adequate,
and saving knowledge of the Father. To clear up this momentous
matter the more thoroughly, it will be proper that we first
demonstrate THE UTTER IMPOSSIBILITY OF A CORRECT
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD OUTSIDE OF CHRIST; this will have
prepared us for a more full consideration of our main subject.

The most palpable evidence and fearful result of man's fall from
original holiness is the deep and awful ignorance of God, of His
character, perfections, and moral government, in which that
apostasy has involved him. It was the glory and the happiness of
Adam that, before his revolt, not a cloud rested upon his mind
tending to obscure the most clear and perfect views of the Divine
character which it was possible for a finite creature to possess. He
knew God sufficiently for all the purposes of a life wholly conformed
to His will, and supremely devoted to His glory. There was no
intellectual darkness in his understanding, no moral corruption of
his will, nor of his affections. The whole soul constituted as it were an
orb of the most beauteous light, kindled by God Himself, and
reflecting its beams of beauty on every object in nature. It is true
that, regarding his knowledge of God, nature was his teacher, or



rather the medium through which he was taught; that impressions
and perceptions of the Divine existence and glory were received
mainly through the imagery of sensible objects; that the "invisible
things of God were clearly seen, being understood by the things that
are made, even His eternal power and Godhead." Yet this

affords no solid argument in favor of a perfect knowledge of God in
nature; for let it be remembered that nature, as a mirror of the
Divine glory, was framed for man as innocent, and not for man as
guilty; that when by his own act this mirror was defaced and
destroyed, with it was destroyed all true natural knowledge of
Jehovah. Had the creature continued in his state of perfect rectitude,
then no other revelation of God would have been needed; but
throwing around him the pall of guilt, he necessarily threw around
him the pall of ignorance. And before there can be clear and perfect
light in the soul of the character and perfections of God, there must
be a removal of that sin which else must eternally separate God and
man. Hence the absolute necessity of just such a revelation of the
Father as Jesus, the "true Light, which enlightens every man that
comes into the world."

The most difficult, perhaps, because the most humbling lesson which
the world has ever had to learn, has been the nothingness of its own
wisdom, and the folly of its unaided endeavors to find out God to
perfection. Earnest as have been its desires, ardent as have been its
aspirations, and laborious as have been its endeavors, the "unknown
God" is the only inscription written upon its altars. The ancient
philosophers prided themselves on their superior attainments in this
study; but to what did their knowledge of God, underived from
revelation, amount? What was the actual result of their profound
researches, patient inquiries, acute reasonings, and subtle
disputations? Let the apostle reply: "Professing themselves to be wise
men, they became fools." Even worse than this. Not only "by wisdom
the world knew not God," but the imperfect knowledge it did gather
of Him in nature, so far from expanding their mental conceptions of
the Divine character, and elevating their lives to a conformity to the



Divine will, seemed but to lead them into the deepest and grossest
idolatry! "Professing themselves to be wise men, they became fools,
and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made
like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four footed beasts, and
creeping things." What an affecting picture! Oh that the proud
eulogist of the dignity of human nature would study it! What an
instructive lesson! Oh that the vain seeker of God outside of Christ
would learn it! Here was the world, at an age when civilization and
philosophy, poetry and the arts, flourished in a pre-eminent degree,
and were exerting a softening and ameliorating influence upon
society, yet utterly abandoned to superstition and idolatry. Idolatry
in its darkest clouds was settling upon its moral landscape; idolatry
in its gloomiest attributes was entwined with its history; idolatry in
its grossest features was blended with its literature; idolatry in its
most insinuating forms was advanced with the creations of its poetic
genius; idolatry of the most degrading and sensual kind, was
enthroned in the seats of its philosophers, was dignified by their
approval, inculcated in their lectures, and sanctioned by their
example. The histories of Egypt, of Greece, and of Rome, testify that
"the world by its wisdom knew not God,"- that after every expedient
had been adopted, and every experiment had been tried- after the
triumphs of war, and the arts of peace, and the wisdom of legislation,
and the lessons of philosophy, and the inculcations of religion, had
done their utmost, man was still left ignorant of God, and
consequently steeped in guilt, and bowed in grief, the slave of every
vice, and the sport of every sorrow. Thus did God "destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and bring to no thing the understanding of the
prudent." And thus, too, will He ever confound the wisdom and
abase the pride of that man, who, towering on the Babel of his own
unassisted research, would find Him out to perfection who is the
"blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;
who only has immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can
approach unto; whom no man has seen, nor can see."

But we proceed to the main subject or this chapter, which is to set
forth the Lord Jesus in His person and work as constituting the only



true and perfect revelation of God to man. The great and precious
truth we are now to contemplate is introduced to us in these words of
the inspired Evangelist: "No man has seen God at any time; the only
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared
him." Of the vast importance of a correct knowledge of God, need we
speak at length? It is a truth which finds an assent in well-near every
judgment. Every awakened conscience desires it; every believing
mind admits it; every tried soul feels it. It lies at the basis of
salvation; it forms the material of happiness; it supplies the true
motive to holiness; it is the groundwork and the prelude of future
and eternal glory. May the eye of faith be now so anointed by the
Spirit as to behold with a clear and unclouded vision the "light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ!"

There are THREE DIFFERENT MEDIUMS THROUGH WHICH
GOD IS SEEN. The first, to which we have already in general terms
referred, is creation. Now, while we are far from underrating any
sources of evidence which the wisdom and goodness of God had
given to guide our research, we must yet maintain in strong language
that the knowledge of God gleaned from this source is imperfect, and
meets not the cravings of our nature. It is true, that it demonstrates
the fact of God's existence, but here it stops. It tells us that God is,
but it tells us not perfectly what God is. It proves to us clearly,
undeniably, God's being; but it unfolds not the relation in which that
Being stands to us. It gives, so to speak, a glimpse into the essential
properties of God, but it reveals nothing of His moral perfections.
Creation, even in its fallen state, is a beautiful piece of workmanship,
in which we see, not only that there is a God, but that He is infinite in
wisdom, omnipotent in power, great in goodness; but as a fallen
creature, I need more than this. And what, as a guilty creature, I pant
to know of God I find not, though I go in search of it through the
length and breadth, the height and depth, of this beautiful territory
of God's handy-work. Let me simply illustrate the thought. I take in
my hands an exquisite piece of mechanism; I examine its various
parts, ponder its exact movements, and, laying it down, admire the
wisdom and applaud the skill displayed in its construction; and this



is all that I can discover of the maker. For anything that I know, the
moral elements which compose his character may be of the lowest
order. Yes, the very individual whose workmanship has awakened
my wonder and called forth my praise, may be my sworn, my deadly
foe, cherishing in his bosom the elements of hatred, and ruminating
in his mind the plan of my destruction! Now that we have a partial
discovery of God, of His wisdom, and power, and goodness, in
creation, is not enough to satisfy the mind convinced that God is
holy, to quiet the conscience convicted of sin, and to soothe a heart
bowed down with godly grief. The grand inquiries with such a soul
are, "How can I be just with God? How can I satisfy His justice,
appease His wrath, and propitiate His regard? How may I know that
He is my God, my reconciled Father? How may I be assured that He
loves, has pardoned and accepted me, and that I shall be with Him
forever?" Traverse in imagination the extent of creation, wander over
the most beautiful landscape, pluck the most fragrant flower, select
the most costly gem, glide upon the surface of the fairest lake, scale
the highest mountain, soar to the farthermost star, still the
momentous question rushes back upon the mind, "How may I stand
with acceptance before this holy Lord God?" Poor anxious searcher
for peace, all nature unites in testifying, "It is not in me! It is not in
me!"

The second medium through which God has seen fit to discover
Himself to man is His Law. But here again are we compelled to
acknowledge the defectiveness of the revelation, as far as its degree
extends. The knowledge of God derived from this source must
necessarily be partial and shadowy. It is true, the holiness of God is
discovered in its precepts, and the justice of God is inferred from its
threatenings; but the law can never be more nor less than what the
Holy Spirit has declared it to be, the "ministration of condemnation."
As a fallen creature, revolving the great matter of the soul's salvation,
it can afford no satisfactory reply to the great question, "What must I
do to be saved?" It breathes not a sound of mercy to a poor sinner;
not one kind, soothing, saving accent falls from its lips. It speaks of
death, but not of life; of condemnation, but not of salvation. It



asserts the authority, reflects the holiness, and denounces the
vengeance of God: but not one beam of hope springing from His
mercy, His grace, or His love, does it throw upon the gloomy path of
the soul passing on to judgment, bowed down beneath the "terrors of
the Lord." Reader! are you seeking salvation by the law? Alas for you!
How can that save which only condemns? How can that give life
which in its nature and design is but the minister of death? Mount
Sinai is no refuge for your soul, poor, guilty, condemned, heart-
broken sinner. All is thunder and lightning, tempest and darkness.
Come down from the mount before you are consumed. Abandon as
utterly futile and deceptive all your legal expectations of acceptance,
and betake yourself to the one only refuge of your guilty soul- the
cross of the incarnate God.

We are now conducted to the consideration of the great point. We
have seen that upon an extensive scale a great and fatal experiment
had been made by man to know God and happiness. That God
existed, he had every demonstrative proof. The same evidence which
authenticated His being, proved Him to possess great and glorious
attributes; and the manner in which these attributes were displayed
gave some insight into His character, "so that they are without
excuse." Wearied as the creature was with a laborious, and dispirited
with a fruitless, research, God, in the depths of infinite mercy and
wisdom, takes the work of salvation into His own hands. He sends
His only begotten and well-beloved Son into the world, and declares
Him to be the perfect revelation of Himself to man. On this
important truth Jesus Himself laid great stress. Let the following
declaration suffice. To a question of difficulty raised by Thomas—
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me. If you really knew me, you
would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and
have seen him." Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will
be enough for us." Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even
after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen
me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'?
Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in



me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the
Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on
the evidence of the miracles themselves." John 14:6-11.

Let us, in a few particulars, unfold the glorious and all-important
truth contained in these words. And in the first place, we find, on
examination of the sacred word, that the Lord JESUS EMBODIES
THE GLORY OF THE GODHEAD. In other words, we behold the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus. Having
devoted an entire chapter of this work to a scriptural exposition of
the Deity of Christ, it will not be deemed necessary that we enlarge
upon the doctrine in the present connection. And yet we are here
presented with a further confirmation of this cardinal truth,
demanding more than a mere cursory glance. Of the spirituality of
the Divine nature, we can form no just nor definite conception. All
our ideas of it must necessarily be unintelligible, vague, and
shadowy. Referring to this impossibility, and, in language of
condescending adaptation to our sensible view of objects, Jesus says
of His Father, "You have neither heard His voice at any time, nor
seen His shape." Ignorant of this inspired truth, and yet with a
quenchless thirst ever desiring such a conception of the Infinite
Spirit as would afford a resting-place for the mind, an object on
which faith could repose, and round which the affections could
entwine, man has been beguiled into atheism and idolatry of the
most debasing and fearful character. Framing his conceptions of
spirit after his own low and depraved idea of matter, he has "changed
the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like to
corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping
things."

But God has revealed Himself. He has stooped to our nature, and, in
the person of His incarnate Son, has embodied the spirituality of His
being with all its Divine and glorious attributes. Behold with what
clearness and power this truth is set forth. "Christ, who is the image
of God." "Who, being the brightness of His glory, and the express



image of His person." "Who is the image of the invisible God." Could
any single point be more distinctly stated and more conclusively
proved than this, that our Divine and adorable Redeemer constitutes,
in His person, a perfect revelation of the essential glory of the
Godhead? All that we clearly, savingly know of God, is just the
measure of our acquaintance with this truth. Jesus brings God near.
"You are near, O Lord." Oh, how near! "They shall call His name
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us." The most
stupendous, glorious truth which created mind ever grasped is
involved in this wondrous declaration, "Emmanuel, God with us."
With what glory does it invest the Bible! what a foundation does it
lay for faith! what substance does it impart to salvation! and what a
good hope does it place before the believing soul! God is with us in
Christ, with us in the character of our reconciled Father, with us in
every step of our journey to heaven, with us to guide in perplexity, to
soothe in sorrow, to comfort in bereavement, to rescue in danger, to
shield in temptation, to provide in need, to support in death, and to
conduct us safely to glory. My soul! fall prostrate in the dust before
the majesty of this amazing, this precious truth; adore the wisdom
that has revealed it, and admire the grace that makes it yours!

The great revelation of the Godhead, Jesus, is equally the revelation
of all the PERFECTIONS Of the Godhead. Is "God the only wise?"
Jesus is the glory of that wisdom- "Christ the wisdom of God." He is
the masterpiece of Divine wisdom; its highest manifestation; its most
perfect, finished production. We trace the lesser forms of wisdom in
nature; we ascend a scale higher in providence; we reach the summit
in grace. Here we launch into a boundless immensity, and,
overwhelmed with its greatness, can but exclaim, "Oh the depth of
the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!"

Behold this wisdom, as it shines in the recovery of lost and ruined
man, by Christ. Here is a manifestation infinitely transcending in
greatness and glory the first creation of man in holiness. In the first
creation, God had nothing to undo- no dilapidated temple to take
down, no occupant to dispossess, no ruin to repair, no rubbish to



remove, no enemy to oppose. "He spoke, and it was done." The
materials which composed the first human temple were ready to His
hands, unfallen and pure. The very dust that He took to frame it with
was holy. The life He breathed into it was holy. The air with which
He surrounded it was holy. The paradise in which He placed it was
holy. The breezes that played upon it, the sunbeam that gilded it, the
fountains that watered it, all, all were in harmony with the spotless
purity of God, and His glorious creature, man.

But in the re-creation of man, how vastly different! This beautiful
temple is a ruin- dilapidated and fallen. God is ejected; another and
an antagonist occupant dwells in it, and enmity to its Creator is
written in letters of darkness upon every part, and over every inlet.
In rebuilding this structure, all things were to be created anew.
"Behold," says God, "I create a new thing in the earth." It was a new
and profounder thought of infinite wisdom, unheard, unseen before.
Fallen man was to be raised- lost man was to be recovered- sin was to
be pardoned- the sinner saved, and God eternally glorified. Now
were the treasures of wisdom, which for ages had been hidden in
Christ, brought forth. Resources that had never been drawn upon
were now revealed. Infinite wisdom had never developed such vast
wealth, had never appeared clothed in such glory, had never shone
forth so majestic, so peerless, and Divine. Oh, how must angels and
archangels have wondered, admired, and loved, as this brighter
discovery of God burst in glory upon their astonished vision- as this
new temple of man rose in loveliness before their view!

The first and greatest display of infinite wisdom was in the
construction of the model upon which the new temple regenerated
man was to be formed. This model was nothing less than the
mysteriously constituted person of the Son of God. In this, its highest
sense, is "Christ the wisdom of God." "A body have You prepared
me." This was the great "tabernacle of God which was with men." The
inhabitation of Deity in that prepared temple of clay formed the
masterpiece of Divine wisdom. Here it shone forth in full-orbed
majesty. Gaze upon the living picture! Look at Emmanuel, God with



us- God in our nature, God in our accursed nature- God in our tried
nature- God in our sorrowful nature- God in our suffering nature-
God in our tempted nature- yet untouched, untainted by sin. Is not
this a fathomless depth of Divine wisdom? To have transcended it,
would seem to have transcended Deity itself.

The next step in the unfolding of this Divine wisdom, is the spiritual
restoration of man to a state corresponding in its moral lineaments
to this Divine and perfect model. This is accomplished solely by
"Christ crucified, the wisdom of God." And here, again, does the
glory of God's wisdom shine in the person and work of Jesus. Every
step in the development of this grand expedient establishes His
character as the "only wise God," whose "understanding is infinite;"
while it augments our knowledge, and exalts our views of the Lord
Jesus, as making known the Father. Here was a way of salvation for
perishing sinners, harmonizing with every perfection of Jehovah,
sustaining the highest honor of His government, bringing to Him the
richest glory, and securing to its subjects, as the rich bequest of
grace, happiness eternal and inconceivably great. It was a thought,
oh how like God- a scheme, oh how worthy of Him! We can scarcely
imagine Him to have gone further- that in thus fathoming the depth
of infinite wisdom, a lower deep could be found. Redemption, by the
obedience and death of the incarnate God, was so honoring to the
Divine law, and satisfactory to Divine justice, was so harmonizing to
the attributes, and so illustrative of every glorious perfection of the
Divine nature, and in its results so suited to the highest ends of
human happiness, that it was the interest of the Divine government
without demur to accept it. Oh, how truly did God here "work all
things after the counsel of His own will!" How has He "abounded
towards us in all wisdom and prudence!" In Jesus' sacrificial
obedience and death, we see sin fully punished, and the sinner fully
saved; we see the law perfectly honored, and the transgressor
completely justified; we see justice entirely satisfied, and mercy
glorified to its highest extent- we see death inflicted according to the
extreme tenor of the curse, and so vindicating to the utmost the truth
and holiness of God, and yet life- present and eternal life- given to all



whom it is the purpose and grace of the Father to save. Tell us, is not
Jesus the great glory of the Divine wisdom?

Were we to survey the effects of this manifold wisdom on individual
character, it would still further exalt our views of Christ as the
wisdom of God. To see a man "becoming a fool that he may be wise,"
-his reason bowing to revelation, his knowledge and attainments laid
beneath the cross- his own righteousness surrendered- "counting all
things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus the
Lord;" and as a little child receiving the kingdom of God, oh, how
glorious does appear in this the wisdom of God, the light of which
shines in Jesus' face! Behold how determined is the Father, in every
step of His grace, to humble the creature, and to exalt, magnify, and
crown His co-equal Son, Lord of all!

One step more. We see Jesus the mediatorial Head of all wisdom and
counsel to the Church. "It pleased the Father that in Him should all
fulness dwell." "In whom," says the same apostle, "are hidden all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge." He is the "Wonderful
Counselor," of whom it was thus prophesied: "The Spirit of the Lord
shall rest upon Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge, and of the fear of
the Lord." Oh Divine and precious truth! unutterably precious to the
soul having no resources adequate to the great purposes of knowing
self, Christ, and God; of salvation, sanctification, and guidance.

Reader, are you earnestly desiring the "wisdom that is profitable to
direct”" you at this moment? Acquaint now yourself with Jesus, in
whom all the treasures of this wisdom are hidden. What is His
language to you? The same which Moses, the great legislator, spoke
to the people of Israel: "The cause that is too hard for you, bring it
unto me, and I will hear it." What a cheering invitation is this! A
greater than Moses speaks it; and speaks it to you. You find your case
baffling to human wisdom, too difficult for the acutest skill of man-
take it, then, to Jesus. How sweetly He speaks- "bring it unto me!"
One simple exercise of faith upon His word, will remove all that is



difficult, make simple all that is complex, and lucid all that is dark in
your case. With Him nothing is impossible. To Him all is
transparent. Knowing the end from the beginning, there can be
nothing unforeseen in it to His mind, by His prescience all is known,
and by His wisdom all is provided for. His precious promise is, "I will
bring the blind by a way that they knew not: I will lead them in paths
that they have not known: I will make darkness light before them,
and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and
not forsake them." Thus is Jesus "made of God unto us wisdom," that
all our perplexities may be guided, and all our doubts may be solved,
and all our steps may be directed, by one on whom the anointing of
the "spirit of wisdom and understanding" rests "without measure;"
and who, from experience, is able to lead, having trodden every step
before us. "And when He puts forth His own sheep, He goes before
them, and the sheep follow Him." "If any man lack wisdom let him
ask it from God, who gives liberally:" let him repair to Christ, whom
God has set up from everlasting, "to the intent that now unto the
principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the
Church the manifold wisdom of God."

In the person and work of Christ, the HOLINESS Of God is revealed
with equal power and luster. It is only through this medium that we
possess the most clear and perfect demonstration of this Divine and
awful perfection. From nature and from providence the evidence of
its existence, and the illustration of its nature, come to us more in the
form of inference than of positive declaration. Sin has obliterated all
traces of holiness which once existed; not a foot of this vast domain,
not a shrub, nor flower, nor creature remains, to tell what the
"beauties of holiness" once were. Not a link binds the present with
the world's primeval history. Sin has severed the chain, has created a
vast and fearful chasm, engulfing all that was ever holy and beautiful
in this now fallen and defaced creation. And yet, even from its
present condition, we form some faint idea of what it once was. The
near approximation to a perfect state which we find in some
departments of nature, the constant ascending towards that state
which we find in others, together with the retributions of Divine



justice which sometimes appal the mind in the providential dealings
of God with men, afford sufficient data from which to infer that God
is holy.

In the study of the Divine law, we ascend a step higher in a more
clear discovery of this great truth. Here we have God's own solemn
asseveration that He is holy. The evidence is not inferential, but
positive; nothing is left to conjecture, nothing to foster doubt.
Jehovah declares that He is of "purer eyes than to behold iniquity."
The law which was given to man as the rule of his obedience, which,
after his fall, was more permanently renewed upon tables of stone,
superadded to the ceremonial law, to which were appended
numerous sacrifices importing God's holy indignation against sin,
and the necessity of a more perfect sacrifice for its expiation, must
have produced upon the mind deep and solemn convictions of God's
spotless purity.

But the truth of His essential holiness needed a more clear and
impressive discovery and illustration; and God has given it. Where
was there ever such a demonstration of God's infinite hatred of sin,
and His fixed and solemn determination to punish it, as is seen in the
cross of Christ? Put your shoes from off your feet; draw near and
contemplate this "great sight." Who was the sufferer? God's only
begotten and well-beloved Son! His own Son! In addition to the
infinitely tender love of the Father, there was the clear knowledge of
the truth, that He who was enduring the severest inflictions of His
wrath was innocent, guiltless, righteous- that He, Himself, had never
broken His law, had never opposed His authority, had never run
counter to His will; but had always done those things which pleased
Him. At whose hands did He suffer? From demons, from men? They
were but the agents; the moving cause was God Himself. "It pleased
the Lord to bruise Him: He has put Him to grief." His own Father
unsheathed the sword: He inflicted the blow: He kindled the fierce
flame: He prepared the bitter cup. "Awake, O sword, against my
Shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, says the Lord of
hosts: smite the Shepherd." "The cup which my Father has given me,



shall I not drink it?" "My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?"
And what were the nature and degree of His sufferings? Imagine, if
we can, what must have been the outpouring of God's wrath upon the
whole Church for all the sins of that Church through eternity! Can
you compute the amount of her transgressions? Can you conceive the
degree of her punishment? Can you measure the duration of her
woe? Impossible! Then, who can tell what Jesus endured, when
standing in the place and as the Surety of His Church, in the solemn
hour of atonement, and in the day of God's fierce anger? Never had
God so manifested before, and never will He so manifest again, His
essential holiness- His spotless purity- the inconceivable
heinousness of sin- His utter hatred of it, and His solemn purpose to
punish it with the severest inflictions of His wrath. Never did this
glorious perfection of His being blaze out in such overwhelming
glory, as on that dark day, and in the cross of the incarnate God. Had
He emptied the full vials of His wrath upon the world, sweeping it
before the fury of His anger, and consigning it to woeful and eternal
punishment, it would not have presented to the universe so vivid, so
impressive, and so awful a demonstration of the nature and glory of
His holiness, of His infinite abhorrence of sin, and the necessity why
He should punish it, as He has presented in the humiliation,
sufferings, and death of His beloved Son. What new and ineffably
transcendent views of infinite purity must have sprung up in the pure
minds even of the spirits in glory, as bending from their thrones they
fixed their astonished gaze upon the cross of the suffering Son of
God!

In Jesus shines the awful glory of Divine JUSTICE. Justice is but
another term for holiness. It is holiness in strict and awful exercise;
and yet it is a distinct perfection of Jehovah, in the revelation and
acknowledgment of which He will be glorified. The basis of the
atonement is righteousness, or justice. So the apostle argues: "Whom
God has set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to
declare His righteousness for the remission of sins." Previous to the
apostasy of man, the only revelation of God's justice was the
threatening annexed to the law: "In the day that you eat thereof, you



shall surely die." Subsequently to the fall, the appointment of a
bloody ritual- the institution of expiatory sacrifices, not only
recognized the existence, but illustrated the nature of this awful
attribute. There are those who madly dream of acceptance with the
holy God, at the expense of this perfection of His nature. In vain do
they acknowledge Him in some of His perfections if they deny Him
in others, trampling them with indifference beneath their feet. Such
was Cain in the offering which he presented to the Lord; there was an
acknowledgment of His dominion and goodness, but no distinct
recognition of His holiness, no solemn apprehension of His justice,
no acknowledgment of guilt, no confession of sin. The claims of
God's moral government were entirely set aside, and by
consequence, the necessity of a mediator totally denied. Not so Abel;
his offering honored God in that in which He most delights to be
honored, that is, in His spotless purity, His inflexible justice, and His
infinite grace in the appointment of the Savior for the pardon of
iniquity, transgression, and sin. Therefore it is recorded, and we do
well deeply to ponder it, that "he offered unto God a more excellent
sacrifice than Cain." But this was only the pre-figurement of God's
justice -the mere type and shadow. The great antitype and
embodiment are seen in Jesus offering Himself up a whole burned-
offering to God amid the fearful blaze which was beheld ascending
from the summit of Mount Calvary. Then did this perfection appear
in its most fearful form- Jesus bearing sin- Jesus enduring the curse
of the law- Jesus sustaining the wrath of His Father- Jesus
surrendering His holy soul a sacrifice for man's transgressions. Oh,
never, never did Divine justice so imperatively assert its claims and
so loudly demand its rights- never did it so strictly exact its penalty,
and so fearfully grapple with its victim, as now; and never before nor
since had such a sacrifice been bound to its altar- never did Jehovah
appear so just, as at the moment the fire descended and consumed
His only-begotten and well-beloved Son!

The glory of God's TRUTH is reflected with equal luster in the person
and work of Christ. It is the perfection of a perfect being that He does
not, yes, that He cannot change. God is the perfect being. It is His



perfection that He is true, essentially and immutably true. He can as
soon cease to be, as cease to be true. His truth is the golden thread
which unites all His perfections; it is the glory and perfection of all,
that all are based upon and held together in perfect and eternal
harmony by truth. "It is impossible for God to lie;" "He cannot deny
Himself," are among the strongest assertions which the Holy Spirit
has made of His veracity. To deviate the shadow of a shade from His
word- from His oath- from His promise- from His covenant- would
be to undeify Himself. Now as God cannot cease to be- that being an
impossibility- it is equally impossible that He should deny Himself.
Consider, too, what the converse of this proposition would be in its
consequences to the child of God. How disastrous to all the blessed
and glorious hopes of the believer! For, what repose could the soul
find in His love, what confidence in His power, if truth, the basis and
the security of all, were lacking? What a cloud would overshadow
every perfection of His being, and how soon would He cease to be
what He is so beautifully declared to be, "a God of truth and without
iniquity, just and right is He!"

Of the glory of this Divine perfection, the Lord Jesus is the grand
revelation. Nowhere does it shine forth with such unveiled majesty as
in Jesus. Nowhere does God appear so true, so gloriously true, as in
Christ. "I am," says He, "the truth;" not merely true, but the truth.
"The law was given by Moses, but grace acid truth came by Jesus
Christ." The same inspired evangelist represents Him as dwelling
among us in the flesh, "full of grace and truth."

It pleased the gracious and sin-pardoning God to meet our guilty and
conscience-stricken parents, immediately after the fall, with the
comforting and gracious promise that "the seed of the woman" -His
eternal Son, the everlasting Mediator- should "bruise the serpent's
head." On this Divine assurance of recovering and saving mercy they
rested. Believing in this, as they doubtless did, they were saved, "the
first-fruits unto God and the Lamb." They rested, let it be
emphatically spoken, not upon the bare letter of the promise, but
upon its substance; not merely upon the grace promised, but upon



the truth of God in the promise. The bare letter of a promise is no
resting-place for a believing soul; it can convey no solid consolation
and support. Thus far, and no farther, did the Jews get, to whom
pertained the promises. This is all that they saw in the types and
promises, which set forth "God's unspeakable gift." They rested in
the mere letter. They saw not Christ in them; and seeing not Christ to
be their substance and glory, to them "the promises of God were
made of none effect." Now God has fulfilled His ancient promise. The
word He spoke to Adam, He has made good to the letter to us his
posterity. It is true, the vision of grace and glory seemed for a while
to tarry, but it tarried only for its appointed time. It is true, the vista
was long and dreary, through which patriarchs, seers, and prophets
beheld it. The star of hope was often scarcely seen in the dim
distance, and frequently seemed for a moment entirely quenched in
darkness. Time rolled heavily along- a period of four thousand years
elapsed- but true to His word, faithful to His promise, "when the
fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a
woman, made under the law, to redeem those who were under the
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons." Oh how gloriously
did the truth of Jehovah shine in the person of the babe of
Bethlehem! How did it gather brightness as the holy child Jesus
increased in stature and in favor with God and man! And to what
meridian splendor did it blaze forth, when on Calvary it united with
holiness and justice, in finishing the great work of the Church's
redemption! Then was it that "mercy and truth met together,
righteousness and peace kissed each other."

Jesus is the grand evidence that God is true. Faith needs, faith asks
no more. Here as on a stable foundation it rests. Its eye ever "looking
unto Jesus," it can thread its way- often sunless and starless- through
a dreary and an intricate wilderness. It can travel through trials,
endure temptations, bow meekly to disappointments, bear up under
cross providences, and sustain the shock of fearful conflicts, trusting
in the God of the covenant, resting on His promise and oath, and
implicitly believing His word, because it sees in Jesus the ever-living
witness that God is true.



O you of doubting and fearful heart! looking at the waves rolling at
your feet, and well-near sinking beneath their swellings, exclaiming,
"Will the Lord cast off forever? and will He be favorable no more? Is
His mercy clean gone forever? does His promise fail for evermore?
Has God forgotten to be gracious? has He in anger shut up His
tender mercies?" behold the glory of God's truth beaming in the face
of Jesus Christ, and doubt no more! So long as Jesus lives- lives as
your Advocate, as your High Priest, as your Representative in the
court of heaven, all is yours which the covenant promises, and which
His mediation secures. The "promises of God are all yes and amen in
Christ Jesus." Never will He break His oath, nor falsify His word, nor
alter the thing that has gone out of His mouth. "Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but my word shall not pass away." God says it, and
let faith believe it, because He says it. So essential is it to your
comfort, that I would repeat the caution- in all your dealings with the
Divine promises, avoid a Jewish faith. Do not so much look at the
grace of the promise, or at the thing promised- precious as both are, -
as at God in the promise. The promise is the heart of your Father
speaking; it is the faithfulness of your Father performing. Rest, then,
not in the blessing promised, but in the veracity of Him who
promises it, and then shall your faith have confidence towards God.

But we must not close this imperfect glance at some of the more
prominent perfections of God as revealed in Christ, without for a
moment including in the classification that glorious one of LOVE. It
is a self-evident truth, that as God only knows, so He only can reveal
His own love. It is a hidden love, veiled deep within the recesses of
His infinite heart, yes, it seems to compose His very essence, for
"God is love," -not more lovely and loving, but love itself, essential
love. Who, then, can reveal it but Himself? How dim are the
brightest views, and how low the loftiest conceptions of the love of
God, as possessed by men of mere natural and speculative knowledge
of Divine things! They read God's goodness, even in nature, with a
half-closed eye, and spell it in providence with a stammering tongue.
Of His essential love- His redeeming love, of His great and glorious
manifestation of His love in Jesus, they know nothing. The eyes of



their understanding have not been opened; and "God, who
commanded the light to shine out of darkness," has not yet "shined
into their hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ."

But God has declared His own love. Jesus is its glorious revelation.
"God showed how much he loved us by sending his only Son into the
world so that we might have eternal life through him. This is real
love. It is not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his
Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.”" Oh what an infinite sea of
love now broke upon our guilty and rebellious world, wafting in upon
its rolling tide God's only begotten Son! That must have been great
love, love infinite, love unsearchable, love surpassing all thought-
which could constrain the Father to give Jesus to die for us, "while
we were yet sinners." It is the great loss of the believer, that faith eyes
with so dim a vision this amazing love of God in the gift of Jesus. I
marvel not that, dealing so little with the Father's love in the greater
gift, faith should stagger at His promise of the less. We have
transactions so seldom and so unbelievingly with the cross, that we
have need perpetually to recur to the apostle's cheering words,
written as it kindly and condescendingly to meet this infirmity of our
faith, "He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us
all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?"

But, behold God's love! See how He has inscribed this glorious
perfection of His nature in letters of blood drawn from the heart of
Jesus. His love was so great, that nothing short of the surrender to
the death of His beloved Son could give an adequate expression of its
immensity. "For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son." Here was the greatest miracle of love. Here was its
most stupendous achievement- here its most brilliant victory- and
here its most costly and precious offering. Seeing us fallen,
obnoxious to the curse of the law, exposed to its dreadful penalty,
guilty of innumerable sins, and deserving of as many deaths, yet how
did it yearn to save us! How did it heave, and pant, and strive, and
pause not, until it revealed a way infinitely safe for God and man;



securing glory to every Divine attribute in the highest degree, and
happiness to the creature, immense, unspeakable, and eternal.
"Herein is love!" as though John would say, "and nowhere else but
here." That God should punish the innocent for the guilty- that He
should exact the blood of His Son to cancel the guilt of His rebels-
that He should lay an infinite weight of wrath on His soul, in order to
lay an infinite weight of love on ours- that He should sacrifice His life
of priceless value for ours, worthless, forfeited, and doomed- that He
should not only give His Son, but should bruise Him, put Him to
grief, afflict Him, should make His soul an offering for sin- that the
Lord of glory should become a man of sorrows- the Lord of life
should die- and the Heir of all things should be as he that serves." Oh
depth of love unfathomable! Oh height of love unsearchable! Oh
length and breadth of love unmeasurable! Oh love of God which
surpasses knowledge!

And how shall we set forth the love of the Redeemer- the deep and
precious love of Christ? We can only say, it is equal in its eternity, its
immensity, its freeness, and its unchangeableness, with the Father's
love. Persuasion did not induce Him to undertake redemption.
Compulsion did not bring Him to the cross. His own love constrained
Him. Love for His Church, His bride, bore Him on its soft wings,
from the highest throne in glory to the deepest abasement on earth.
How forcibly and touchingly was His love depicted in His attitude,
when on the eve of suffering- "Jesus therefore, knowing all things
that should come upon Him, went forth." He not only knew that
death awaited Him, but with equal prescience He knew all the
circumstances of ignominy with which that death would be attended.
The storm, the outskirts of which had already touched Him, was now
thickening and darkening, each moment concentrating its elements
of destruction, and preparing for the tremendous outburst. Yet He
went forth, as if eager to meet it's woeful horrors, not with the fame-
panting spirit of Achilles, when he hastened to the Trojan war,
knowing that he should fall there, but with the irresistible power and
constraint of His own love, which would have nerved Him for a
thousand deaths, had His Father's law demanded, and the salvation



of His Church required it. "Christ also has loved us, and has given
Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God, for a sweet-smelling
savor."

And now, beloved, with this ocean of mercy rolling its swelling waves
at your feet, each billow as it breaks murmuring in the sweetest
cadence, "God is love," can you for a moment question the wise,
gracious, tender conduct towards you, of that Father from whose
heart this ocean flows? Look at the cross; behold His precious Gift
transfixed to it, and that by His own hand, and for your sins; then
look at your present circumstances, survey your needs, your trials,
your chastisements, your bereavements, your heart-sickening, heart-
breaking tribulations, and know that God still is love. If He had love
strong enough, deep enough, to give you Jesus, to release Him from
His bosom, and to permit Him to be affixed to yonder accursed tree
for your iniquities, has He not love enough to bow His ear to your
cry, and His heart to your sorrow? Will He not rescue you from this
difficulty, deliver you out of this trouble, shield you in this
temptation, supply this need, and support and comfort you in this
grief? O yes, He will! doubt it not! The cross of Calvary is a standing
pledge- standing until sin and guilt, need and woe, shall be known no
more- that God, who "spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up
for us all, will with Him freely give us all things " necessary to our
good, and promotive of His glory.

In conducting the chapter to a close, we remark, first, how defective
and fallacious is all knowledge of God outside of Christ. Examine
closely, and in the light of the revealed word, the source and
character of your professed acquaintance with the nature, character,
and perfections of God. Ponder seriously this solemn declaration of
Christ Himself, "No man knows the Son, but the Father; nor knows
any man the Father, but the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will
reveal Him." Has your knowledge of God overwhelmed you with a
sense of your sinfulness? Have you caught such a view of the spotless
purity, the immaculate holiness of His nature, as to compel you to
exclaim, "Woe is me! for I am undone, because I am a man of



unclean lips, for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts;
wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." Has your
study of his law forced upon your mind the deep and solemn
conviction that you are a fallen, ruined, lost, guilty, condemned
sinner, at this moment lying under the wrath of God, and exposed to
future and everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and
the glory of His power? Has it laid you beneath the cross of Christ?
Has it brought you to His blood and righteousness for pardon and
acceptance? Has it led you utterly to renounce all self-trust, self-
confidence, self-boasting, and to accept of Jesus as "made of God
unto you wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and
redemption?" If it has not wrought this for you, your knowledge of
God is but as "sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal." "This," says
Christ, "is life eternal, that they might know You, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom You have sent." If you know not the Son, you
know not the Father. "No man knows the Father, but he to whom the
Son shall reveal Him," Jesus, Himself, has declared.

Consider well the mercy of having transactions with such a God in
such a Christ. A God so holy and just, so good and wise, in a Christ so
truly human, so spotless, so near, so dear, and precious! God in
Christ! Oh the immensity of the truth! Oh the glory of the revelation!
That God reconciled, one with the believer; all His feelings love, all
His thoughts peace, and all His dealings parental; each perfection
harmonizing in the most perfect agreement with all the others, to
secure the highest amount of good here, and of happiness
unspeakable and eternal hereafter.

"To know the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, is both a
fruitful and a comfortable knowledge. We know the pattern we must
walk by; we know the life we must live by; we know the treasure we
must be supplied by; we know whom we have believed; we know
whom we may be bold with, in all straits and distresses; we know
God in Christ, full of love, full of compassion, full of ears to hear us,
full of eyes to watch over us, full of hands to fight for us, full of
tongues to commune with us, full of power to preserve us, full of



grace to transform us, full of fidelity to keep covenant with us, full of
wisdom to conduct us, full of redemption to save us, and full of glory
to reward us."

How precious to us should the Gospel be which reveals this great
truth! These are days in which it behooves the true saints to set a
high value on the Gospel. More precious should it be to them than
their dearest earthly interest; nothing can compensate for its loss.
And that there is a danger of its waning glory, if not of its being
entirely lost to this country, who does not see? The prediction of
John Owen seems fast hastening to its fulfilment. "The time will
come," says that holy and eminent divine of a former century, "when
a faithful minister of the Gospel will be more scarce and precious
than a bar of gold." Already has this famine of the true word of God
commenced! How few there are who preach the undiluted Gospel,
who set forth the full Christ- who proclaim the finished and free
salvation! How few, forming their ministry upon the apostolic model,
can affirm with Paul, "My speech and my preaching are not with
enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit
and of power!" How few, disdaining artificial embellishment, and
scorning the applause of men won by a vain show of intellect and
eloquence, preach that simple truth of which Jesus is the Author, the
Substance, the Glory, the Power, and the End- purely, boldly,
faithfully, affectionately, uncompromisingly! How sadly, how
painfully, is the Lord Jesus Christ kept in the background! How is
His glory obscured, His beauty veiled, His honor withheld! And yet
there are those- (honored men! would that your number were
greater!) -who honestly and heartily desire to lift up their Lord and
Master, themselves lost behind the glory of His person and the
splendors of His cross. Do we rejoice in this? Can we with the apostle
say, "Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yes, and will
rejoice?" By whomsoever He is exalted- in whatever sanctuary His
Gospel is proclaimed, however feeble the talent, and limited the
attainment, and defective the announcement, and humble the
manner in which Jesus is set forth, do our hearts rejoice that glory is
thus brought to Him?



Dear reader, if the image of Christ is admired by you, you will
recognize it when you see it. If His name is fragrant to you, you will
rejoice wherever it is poured forth. If His Gospel is prized by you, you
will be glad by whomsoever it is preached. If His person is precious
to you, you will love Him most who most fully exhibits Christ's glory,
and who most successfully draws souls to adore and worship at His
feet. Oh, let us, as before God, search and try our hearts, touching
this matter!

But the Gospel is greatly assailed. Never, perhaps, was it more
resolutely opposed on every hand; never did there seem to be a
stronger combination formed to neutralize its power, and sap its very
foundation, than at the present moment. Infidelity, popery, and
semi-popery, in close and powerful alliance, are confederate against
the Divine word of God. Low views of inspiration; the exalting of
tradition above Scripture, of reason above revelation, of human
talent above the teaching of the Spirit, of forms and ceremonies
above the vital power of godliness; are significant and fearful signs of
our times. We need, then, every view of the Gospel, tending to
illustrate its value and endear its preciousness. Here is truth
calculated to produce this holy effect. Nature does not teach it; the
law does not reveal it; philosophy does not inculcate it; tradition
does not contain it; the Gospel only makes it known. How God is
revealed in Jesus Christ; how that "two should become one, and yet
remain two still, as God and man do in Christ; that He who makes
should be one with the thing which Himself has made; that He who
is above all should humble Himself; that He who fills all should
empty Himself; that He who blesses all should be Himself a curse;
that He who rules all should be Himself a servant; that He who was
the Prince of Life, and by whom all things in the world do consist,
should Himself be dissolved and die; that mercy and justice should
meet together, and kiss each other; that the debt should be paid, and
yet pardoned; that the fault should be punished, and yet remitted;
that death, like Samson's lion, should have life and sweetness in it,
and be used as an instrument to destroy itself, -are evangelical truths
and mysteries revealed alone in the "glorious Gospel of the blessed



God." "In nature we see Him the God of power, in providence the
God of wisdom, in the law the God of vengeance, but in the Gospel
the God full of compassion, of overflowing love, ready to pardon,;
humbling Himself that He might be merciful unto His enemies- that
He might Himself bear the punishment of those injuries which had
been done unto Himself; that He might beseech His own prisoners to
be pardoned and reconciled again. In the creature He is the God
above us; in the law He is the God against us; but in the Gospel He is
Immanuel, the God with us, the God like us, the God for us."

What strong encouragement does this subject afford to every truly
humbled, sin-burdened, Christ-seeking soul! God in Christ is no
longer a "consuming fire," but a God of love, of peace; a reconciled
God.

God in Christ holds out His hand all the day long to poor sinners. He
receives all, He welcomes all; He rejects, He refuses, He casts out
none. It is His glory to pardon a sinner. It is the glory of His power, it
is the glory of His love, it is the glory of His wisdom, it is the glory of
His grace, to take the prey from the mighty, to deliver the lawful
captive, to pluck the brand from the burning, to lower the golden
chain of His mercy to the greatest depth of human wretchedness and
guilt, and lift the needy and place him among the princes. Behold
Christ upon the cross! Every pang that He endures, every stroke that
He receives, every groan that He utters, every drop of blood that He
sheds, proclaims that God is love, and that He stands pledged and is
ready to pardon the vilest of the vile. JUSTICE, sheathing its sword,
and retiring satisfied from the scene, leaves MERCY gloriously
triumphant. And "God delights in mercy." Having at such an infinite
cost opened a channel- even through the smitten heart of His
beloved Son- through which His mercy may flow boundless and free,
venture near, nothing doubting. No feature of your case is
discouraging, nor can possibly arrest the pardon. Your age, your
protracted rebellion against God, your long life of indifference to the
concerns of your soul, the turpitude and number of your sins, your
need of deep convictions or of stronger faith, or of worth or



worthiness to recommend you to His favor, are no true impediments
to your approach, are no pleas wherefore you should not draw near
and touch the outstretched scepter, bathe in the opened fountain,
put on the spotless robe, welcome the gracious pardon, and press it
with gratitude and transport to your adoring heart!

In the light of this truth cultivate loving and kindly views of God.
Ever view Him, ever approach Him, and ever transact your soul's
affairs with Him, in and through Jesus. He is the one Mediator
between God and your soul. God your Father may now be leading
you through deep and dark waters. His voice may sound roughly to
you. His dim outline is, perhaps, all that you can see of Him. His face
seems veiled and averted; yet deal with Him now in Christ, and all
your hard thoughts, and trembling fears, and unbelieving doubts
shall vanish. In Jesus every perfection dissolves into grace and love.
With your eye upon the cross, and looking at God through that cross,
all the dark letters of His providence will in a moment become
radiant with light and glory. That God who has so revealed Himself
in Jesus must be love, all love, and nothing but love, even in the most
dark, painful, and afflictive dealings with His beloved people.

Especially in the matter of prayer, cultivate and cherish this kindly,
soothing view of God in Christ. Without it, in this most solemn and
holy of all transactions, your mental conceptions of His nature will
be vague, your attempts to concentrate your thoughts on this one
object will be baffled, and the spiritual character of the engagement
will lessen in tone and vigor. But meeting God in Christ, with every
perfection of His nature revealed and blended, you may venture
near, and in this posture, and through this medium; may negotiate
with Him the most momentous matters. You may reason, may
adduce your strong arguments, and throwing wide open the door of
the most hidden chamber of your heart, may confess its deepest
iniquity; you may place your "secret sins in the light of His
countenance;" God still can meet you in the mildest luster of His
love. Drawing near, placing your tremulous hand of faith on the head
of the atoning sacrifice, there is no sin that you may not confess, no



need that you may not make known, no mercy that you may not ask,
no blessing that you may not crave, for yourself, for others, for the
whole Church. See! the atoning Lord is upon your mercy-seat, the
golden censer waves, the fragrant cloud of the much incense ascends,
and with it are "offered the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar
which is before the throne." Jesus is in the midst, "Looks like a lamb
that has been slain, And wears His priesthood still."

"Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the
blood of Jesus, and having a High Priest over the house of God, let us
draw near." Open all your heart to God through Christ, who has
opened all His heart to you in Christ. Remember that to bring
Himself in a position to converse with you, as no angel could, in the
matter that now burdens and depresses you, He assumed your
nature on earth, with that very sorrow and infirmity affixed to it;
took it back to glory, and at this moment appears in it before the
throne, your Advocate with the Father. Then hesitate not, whatever
be the nature of your petition, whatever the character of your need,
to make known your requests unto God. Coming by simple faith in
the name of Jesus, it cannot be that He should refuse you. With His
eye of justice ever on the blood, and His eye of complacency ever on
His Son, Himself loving you, too, with a love ineffably great, it would
seem impossible that you should meet with a denial. Yield your ear to
the sweet harmony of the Redeemer's voice, "Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Whatever you shall ask the Father in my name, He will give it
you. Hitherto have you asked nothing in my name: ask, and you shall
receive, that your joy may be full." "Whatever you shall ask in my
name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son."

The subject is in the highest degree soothing, comforting, and
encouraging. It seems to introduce us into the very pavilion of God's
heart. There, curtained and shut in, we may repose in perfect peace.
Not a single perfection can a believing mind view in Christ but it
smiles upon him. Oh! to see holiness and justice, truth and love,
bending their glance of sweetest and softest benignity upon a poor,
trembling soul, approaching to hide itself beneath the shadow of the



cross! What a truth is this! All is sunshine here. The clouds are
scattered, the darkness is gone, the tempest is hushed, the sea is
calm. Justice has lost its sting, the law its terror, and sin its power,
the heart of God is open, the bosom of Jesus bleeds, the Holy Spirit
draws, the Gospel invites, and now the "weary and the heavily laden"
may draw near and rush into the bosom of God reconciled in Christ.
Oh, were ever words sweeter than these- "God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses
unto them." "Whom God has set forth to be a propitiation through
faith in His blood." "He is able to save to the uttermost those who
come unto God by Him"?

God in Christ is the covenant God of His people. He is their God;
their tender, loving, condescending Father. They may lose for a while
the sight and the enjoyment of this truth, but this does not negate it;
it still remains the same, unchangeable, precious, and glorious.
Nothing can rob them of it. In the tempest, let it be the anchorage of
your faith; in darkness, the pole-star of your hope. Let every
circumstance- the prosperity that ensnares and the adversity that
depresses, the temptation that assails and the slight that wounds,
endear to your believing soul this precious thought- God reconciled,
God at peace, God our Father in Christ, is my God forever and ever,
and He will be my guide even unto death."

If to view God in Christ is a comforting truth, it is also a sanctifying
truth. Why has God revealed Himself in Jesus? To evince the
exceeding hatefulness of sin, and to show that nothing short of such
a stupendous sacrifice could remove it consistently with the glory of
the Divine nature, and the honor of the Divine government. Each sin,
then, is a blow struck at this transcendent truth. The eye averted
from it, sin appears a trifle; it can be looked at without indignation,
tampered with without fear, committed without hesitation, persisted
in without remorse, gloried in without shame, confessed without
sorrow. But when Divine justice is seen drinking the very heart's
blood of God's only Son in order to quench its infinite thirst for
satisfaction; when God in Christ is seen in His humiliation, suffering,



and death, all with the design of pardoning iniquity, transgression,
and sin, how fearful a thing does it seem to sin against this holy Lord
God! How base, how ungrateful, appears our sin in view of love so
amazing, of grace so rich, and of glory so great! Cultivate a constant,
an ardent thirst for holiness. Do not be discouraged, if the more
intensely the desire for sanctification rises, the deeper and darker the
revelation of the heart's hidden evil. The one is often a consequent of
the other; but persevere. The struggle may be painful, the battle may
be strong, but the result is certain, and will be a glorious victory,
VICTORY, through the blood of the Lamb!

The Typical Glory of the Redeemer

"The Burning Bush"

And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire
out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush
burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. Exodus 3:2

There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire
from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire
it did not burn up. Exodus 3:2

Suddenly, the angel of the Lord appeared to him as a blazing fire
in a bush. Moses was amazed because the bush was engulfed in
flames, but it didn't burn up. Exodus 3:2

The entire theocracy of the Israelites was interwoven with a system
of symbols and types of the most significant and instructive
character. It was thus the wisdom and the will of God that the
revelation of Jesus to the Church should assume a consecutive and
progressive form. Not a sudden but a gradual descent to the world,



marked the advent of our adorable Redeemer. The same principle of
progressiveness is frequently seen in a saving discovery of Christ to
the soul. Not by an immediate and instantaneous revelation, not by a
single glance of the mind, is Jesus always made known and seen.
Long and slow is often the process. "Unto you that fear my name
shall the Sun of righteousness arise." Observe, it is a gradation of
light. The Sun rises- beam follows beam, light expands, Christ is
more known; more known, He is more admired; more admired, He
is more loved; and more loved, He is more implicitly obeyed and
devotedly served. Thus, the "path of the just is as the shining light,
which shines more and more unto the perfect day."

Thus has been the revelation of Christ's glory to the Church of God.
In her infancy- her nonage- she was placed "under tutors and
governors, until the time appointed by the Father." Not prepared to
sustain the sudden and full revelation, God disciplined and trained
her by various types and ceremonies; thus, wisely, and, it must be
admitted, graciously, shadowing forth His dear Son by gradual but
increasingly clear and luminous discoveries, until the "fulness of
time was come,” when He appeared the great Antitype of all the
types, the glowing substance of all the shadows, the full signification
of all the symbols, the "brightness of the Father's glory, the express
image of His person."

With the glory of Jesus, the typical part of the old dispensation is
replete. And although this economy was composed principally of
mere types, they nevertheless were God's appointed means of
transmitting a gradual revelation of His mind and purpose to His
Church and the world, and of developing, by a series of the most
expressive symbols, His stupendous plan of redemption; nor can
they be passed by in the study of revealed truth, without rendering
unintelligible and obscure a very extensive portion of the sacred
word.

In considering the typical glory of Christ, it would be impossible in
the compass of a single chapter to present an adequate view of all the



types of the Old Testament which set forth the Lord Jesus in His
person and work. We have, therefore, selected from the many a
single one- the burning bush- as embodying a mass of truth relating
to our adorable Immanuel. On the history with which it stands
connected, it is not necessary to enlarge. It will be sufficient to our
purpose to remark, that Moses, to whom the wondrous spectacle
appeared, was now preparing for a post of signal labor,
responsibility, and honor. Brought up in the palace and educated in
the court of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, he was but imperfectly qualified
to take his place in the front of a suffering and tried people,
delivering them from their oppression, sympathizing with their
sufferings, establishing their economy, framing their laws, and
conducting them through a rough, intricate, and dangerous desert, to
a land of promised rest. From this school of luxury and repose, God
transferred him to one more calculated to train him for the toils, the
hardships, and the perils of the wilderness; and to qualify him for the
office of legislating for a Church, whose God was Jehovah, and whose
history was at that moment written in "letters of mourning,
lamentation, and woe." He sent him into the land of Midian, and for
forty years was he employed in pastoral servitude for Jethro, his
father-in-law. Engaged in this lowly calling, by the side of Mount
Horeb, "the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire
out of the midst of a bush: and be looked, and, behold, the bush
burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. And Moses said, I
will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not
burned. And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God
called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses.
And he said, Here am I. And He said, Draw not near here: put off
your shoes from your feet, for the place whereon you stands is holy
ground. Moreover He said, I am the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his
face; for he was afraid to look upon God."

Now this type- a type it doubtless is- is radiant with the glory of
Christ. Who but the Holy Spirit, the Glorifier of Jesus, can unfold it?
It shadows forth Christ in the mysterious constitution of His complex



person, and in the great work for the accomplishment of which He
became so constituted. In these two points of view, in connection
with the import of the solemn admonition annexed to it, let us
proceed to consider this expressive symbol.

The first point demanding our attention is, THE DIVINE
MANIFESTATION. That Jehovah was here revealed, the evidence is
most conclusive. When Moses turned aside to see the great sight,
"God called unto him out of the midst of the bush." It was not a mere
vision that he saw, no hallucination of the mind had come over him;
he could not be deceived as to the Divine Being in whose immediate
and solemn presence he then stood. How awe-struck must have been
his mind! how solemn his impressions, and how sacred his thoughts!
But if further proof were needed, the declaration of God Himself sets
the question of the Divine appearance at rest; "I am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob."
No truth could be more clearly established.

But in which person of the sacred and adorable Three, it may be
asked, did God thus appear? We have every scriptural reason to
believe that it was Jehovah Jesus; that it was a manifestation,
anticipative of His future appearance in the flesh, of the Godhead of
Christ. Thus, then, the type sets forth the glory of the Divine person
of our dear Lord. How solemn, and yet how delightful to the mind,
and establishing to our faith, is the truth, that the same God who
under the old dispensation, on so many occasions, in so many
gracious and glorious ways, and in so many remarkable and
undoubted instances, appeared to the ancient believers, is He who
was born in Bethlehem, who lived a life of obedience to the law, and
died an atoning death upon the cross; the Savior, the Surety, of His
people! What reality does it give to the salvation of the saints!
Beloved, remember as you hang over this page, the same Jehovah
who spoke from the midst of the flaming bush, and said, "I am the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob," speaks to
you from the cross, and in the Gospel, and says, "Come unto me, all



you that labor and are heavily laden, and I will give you rest." O
"glorious Gospel of the blessed God!"

The second point of consideration in this remarkable type, as setting
forth the glory of Immanuel, is THE SYMBOL in which He appeared.
It is full of instruction. And what symbol did our Lord select in which
to embody His Deity? Did He choose some tall cedar of Lebanon, or
some majestic oak of the forest? No; but a bush- the most ordinary
and insignificant, the most lowly and unsightly, of all trees- was to
enshrine the Godhead of Him whom the heaven of heavens cannot
contain. And what is the truth it conveys? Oh, most glorious and
precious! It points to the incarnate glory of the Son of God- the
lowliness of His nature. Referring again to the type, it will instantly
appear that the unveiled, unclouded, and unembodied glory of
Jehovah would have appalled and overwhelmed with its ineffable
brightness the awe-stricken and astonished man of God. He could
not have looked upon God and lived. "There shall no man see me,
and live," says the Lord. It was therefore proper, yes, it was merciful,
that all the manifestations of God to His people in the old
dispensation, should be through the medium of objects on which the
eye could look without pain, and on which the mind could repose
without fear. Veiled in a cloud, or embodied in a bush, God could
approach the creature with condescending grace, and reveal His
mind, the creature could approach God with humble confidence, and
open his heart. How kind and condescending in Jehovah to subdue
and soften the splendor of His majesty, thus tempering it to the weak
vision of mortal and sinful man!

But this was typical of that more wondrous and stupendous stoop of
God in the new dispensation. All the subdued and obscure
manifestations of the Godhead in the former economy, were but the
forecasting shadows of the great mystery of godliness then
approaching; and possessed no glory by reason of the glory that
excels. But mark the condescending grace, the deep abasement, the
infinite lowliness of the Son of God. When He purposed to appear in
an inferior nature, what form of manifestation did He assume? Did



He embody His Godhead in some tall archangel? Did He enshrine it
in some glowing seraph? No! "For verily He took not on Him the
nature of angels; but He took on Him the seed of Abraham." He
lowered Himself to our lowly and degraded nature- He selected our
fallen, suffering, sorrowing, tempted humanity- He takes into union
with Deity a creature, not of the highest rank and beauty, but a spirit
dwelling in a temple of flesh; yes, not merely the inhabitant of the
temple, but He unites Himself with the temple Himself, for "the
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us;" and even this flesh not
connected with its state of primeval glory, but associated with all the
humbling though sinless infirmities of its fallen condition.

Behold, too, the lowliness of Christ in the world's eye. In Him it sees
no glory and traces no beauty; His outward form of humiliation veils
it from their view. He is to them but as a "root out of the dry ground,
having no form nor loveliness." On this point we shall more fully
enlarge when we come to consider the humiliation of the Son of God.

There is yet another part of this significant type to be considered,
equally important and rich in the view it conveys of the glory of Jesus
in His work. "The angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a fame of
fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush
burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed." The symbol of
fire was expressive of the holiness and justice of God. It is thus
frequently employed: "The Lord your God is a consuming fire." "And
the sight of the glory of the Lord was like devouring fire." "Our God is
a consuming fire." But that which formed the greatest wonder- which
riveted the eye, and attracted and enchained the feet of Moses to the
spot, was the bush unconsumed. "And Moses said, I will now turn
aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burned."

But a more marvellous and stupendous spectacle meets us in the
cross of Christ— Jesus enduring the fire of His Father's wrath:
wrapped in the flame of His justice, and yet unconsumed! Let us turn
aside from all inferior objects, and for a while contemplate this "great
sight." It is indeed a great sight! The Son of God is laid upon the altar



as a "burned offering," -a sacrifice for sin. The fire of Divine justice
descends to consume Him- holiness in fearful exercise heaps on its
fuel, and the flame and the smoke ascend in one vast column before
the throne of the Eternal, "an offering and a sacrifice to God for a
sweet-smelling savor." But behold the astonishment! Jesus suffering,
and yet rejoicing! dying, and yet living! consuming, and yet
unconsumed! These prodigies marked the offering up of our great
High Priest upon Calvary. The dark billows of sorrow rolled over the
human soul of Christ, but the Godhead remained calm and peaceful,
its tranquillity unruffled by a wave of grief, its sunshine undimmed
by a cloud of dark ness. He thus passed through all these throbs, and
throes, and agonies of death, descended into the grave, rose again,
lived, and still lives, the fountain of life to the created universe.
Behold the God! Do you say He is a mere creature? Preposterous
thought! Mad conception! Soul-destructive belief! Had He been less
than divine, suffering as He did for sin, the devouring fire would
have consumed Him in its unquenchable flame.

To the heart-broken sinner, how attractive and glorious is this
spectacle of the Almighty Redeemer sustaining the wrath and
suffering the justice of God for transgression! Mourning soul! turn
aside, and behold yet again this "great sight." "Put off your shoes
from your feet, for the place whereon you stand eat is holy ground."
Lay aside your fleshly reasoning, your carnal views of self-
justification, self-salvation, and human power- put off all your fleshly
ideas of God, of His grace, and of His goodness; divest yourself of all
your unbelieving and hard thoughts of His power, willingness, and
readiness to save you. Thus prepared, approach- gaze, wonder, and
adore! No one can stand on this holy ground, but he who stands in
his own nothingness-none are welcome here but the poor, the empty,
the bankrupt, and the vile. Are you all this? is this your case? Then
draw near! God will speak from amid the flame of the sacrifice, and
say to you, "Fear not!"

One feature more in this beautiful and instructive type remains to be
considered, that is, the especial design of God in this miraculous



appearance. After calming the troubled mind of Moses by revealing
to him who He was, verse 6, He then proceeds to explain the gracious
intentions of His advent. "And the Lord said, I have surely seen the
afflictions of my people who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by
reason of their task-masters; for I know their sorrows. And I am
come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to
bring them out of that land into a good and a large land, into a land
flowing with milk and honey." -verses 7, 8.

But a greater work, a mightier and more glorious deliverance, did our
Almighty Redeemer come down to effect. To this the Spirit of Christ
which was in the prophet Isaiah testified. "The Spirit of the Lord God
is upon me; because the Lord has anointed me to preach good tidings
unto the meek; He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to
those who are bound." The Lord saw from heaven the affliction of
His chosen people who were in Egypt- the land of spiritual darkness,
bondage, and oppression: He heard their cry by reason of their hard
taskmasters- He knew their sorrows, and He came down to deliver
and to bring them out of that land into a good land- a large place- a
land truly flowing with milk and honey. Oh, from what a land of
gloom, from what an iron furnace, and from what a hard oppressor,
has Jesus delivered His people! He has rescued them from a state of
nature, and brought them into a state of grace; from ignorance of
God, of Christ, and of themselves, in which the fall had involved
them- from the guilt of sin, and the condemnation of the law- from
the captivity and tyranny of Satan, and from their hard and
oppressive servitude. And, oh, into what a land of rest, blessedness,
and plenty, has He brought them! Into covenant relationship with
God, as His adopted children- into a state of pardon and acceptance-
into the enjoyment of His love and presence; to know God as their
reconciled Father- to know their oneness with Jesus their exalted
Head, and their union with the body as its members- to a state of
most holy and blessed liberty, as chosen, called, and adopted saints.
Into the experience of all these blessings has a greater than Moses
brought us. "When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth



His Son made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem those who
were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons." Let
us, then, "give thanks unto the Father, who has made us fit to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: who has delivered
us from the power of darkness, and has translated us into the
kingdom of His dear Son," "even Jesus, who delivered us from the
wrath to come." Truly is Jesus, our Great Deliverer, "counted worthy
of more glory than Moses."

This remarkable incident in the history of God's ancient Israel, which
we have thus far been considering, as setting forth the typical glory of
our Immanuel, is perhaps as equally illustrative of most important
truth, bearing upon the experimental and practical experience of
each believer in Jesus. It presents a true and beautiful outline of the
Church of God. We are reminded of the two opposite natures of the
believer- the fallen and the restored, the fleshly and the spiritual. The
one low, sinful, unlovely, and of the earth-earthly; the other elevated,
holy, glorious, and of heaven-heavenly. "That which is born of the
flesh is flesh; that which is born of the Spirit is spirit."

The conflict between these opposite and antagonist natures in the
child of God, is also presented to view. As the bush in which the
Divinity dwelt was surrounded by flame, so the regenerated man, in
whom the eternal God deigns to dwell by His Spirit, is perpetually
encircled by the fire of conflict, trial, and suffering. Nature and grace,
sin and holiness, are as contrary the one to the other as any two
principles can be. They can no more agree, commingle, nor coalesce,
than can the opposite and antagonist elements in the natural world.
Nor can there ever be a truce between them. They must necessarily
and perpetually be at variance, hostile to, and at war with, each
other. The contest is for supremacy. The great question at issue is,
"which shall reign in the believer- sin or holiness, nature or grace,
Satan or God?" Oh, what a fiery conflict is this! Hear the confession
of an inspired apostle, drawn from his own painful experience: "I
don't understand myself at all, for I really want to do what is right,
but I don't do it. Instead, I do the very thing I hate. I know perfectly



well that what I am doing is wrong, and my bad conscience shows
that I agree that the law is good. But I can't help myself, because it is
sin inside me that makes me do these evil things. I know I am rotten
through and through so far as my old sinful nature is concerned. No
matter which way I turn, I can't make myself do right. I want to, but I
can't." Who cannot trace the conflict here? Sin, he deeply,
inveterately abhorred. The prevailing tendency, the habitual and
fixed inclination, of his renewed mind, was to holiness- the bent of
his desires was towards God. And yet, in consequence of the native
depravity of his heart, the influence of sinful propensities, corrupt
inclinations and desires, he felt like one chained to a body of death,
from which he longed to be delivered. Here was that which defined
the two natures, marked the perpetual conflict between both, and
which distinguished the holy man from the sinner.

In addition to this spiritual conflict, there are the flames of suffering
and trial which often encircle a dear child of God. This is the baptism
of fire, connected with, and ever following, the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. "He shall baptize you," says John, "with the Holy Spirit, and
with fire." God has His "fire in Zion, and His furnace in Jerusalem."
"The Lord tries the righteous.," "He shall sit as a refiner and purifier
of silver." But it is not the furnace of justice nor the fire of wrath.
Jesus, the Surety, has passed through and sustained all this; He has
quenched its flame, and extinguished its embers. But it is the
discipline of everlasting love and mercy. And though persecution
may be permitted to rage, and the confessor of Christ may ascend to
glory in a chariot of flame- though trials of various kinds may
overtake the child of God, his grace and his graces "tried with fire,"
yet both the persecution of the Church and the trials of the believer
are but the fruit of eternal and unchangeable love, and will prove
purifying, sanctifying, and saving. Nothing will be consumed but the
tinsel of the world, and the dross of sin, the alloy so much and so
frequently found mixed with the pure gold.

But contemplate one more surpassing and precious truth- the
Church is unconsumed! And why? Because He who dwelt in the bush



dwells in the Church. The believer is the temple of the Holy Spirit.
The High and the Lofty One that inhabits eternity, whose name is
Holy, dwells in him. Christ is in him the hope of glory. It is
impossible that he can perish. Why has not the poor, feeble bush
been consumed? why has not grace declined, and faith failed, and
love become totally extinguished? why has not "the fiery dart" of
Satan prevailed, and the fierce and hot flame of persecution and of
trial utterly consumed? Because greater is He that is in the believer
than he that is in the world. Believer in Jesus! tell me not only of the
sin that dwells in you, often bringing your soul into bondage and
distress; tell me also of the grace that dwells in you, which as often
gives you the victory, and sends you rejoicing on your way. Tell not
only of the burning fiery furnace seven times heated; tell also of Him
whose form is like the Son of God, who is with you in the furnace,
and who has brought, and who will yet bring, you through with not a
hair of your head singed, nor the smell of fire passed upon your
garments. Tell not only of the "trial of your faith," "though it be tried
with fire," but that also, through the ceaseless intercession of Jesus
within the veil, that faith never yet has failed. Tell not only of the
burden that has oppressed; tell also of the grace that has sustained-
not only of the sorrow that has wounded, but also of the Divine
sympathy, tenderness, and gentleness that have soothed and
comforted, bound up and healed that wound. Oh, to hear more
frequently the shout of victory and the song of praise breaking in
sweet music from the lips of the redeemed! How much more would
Jesus be glorified!

Unconverted reader! there is a fire- what if it be already kindled- that
will never go out; a flame now burning that will never be quenched.
Have you not read of it in God's word? "Behold, the day comes, that
shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yes, and all that do
wickedly, shall be as stubble: and the day that comes shall burn them
up, says the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor
branch." "Then shall He also say unto them on the left hand, Depart
from me, you cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and
his angels." "If your hand offend you, cut it off: it is better for you to



enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into
the fire that never shall be quenched where their worm dies not, and
the fire is not quenched." "Who among us shall dwell with the
devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting
burnings?" Flee, then, from the wrath to come! This moment flee!
Linger not upon the confines of a world "kept in store, reserved unto
fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men," but
hasten from all below to Christ. "Escape for your life; look not behind
you, nor stay in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest you be
consumed." Jesus is your only hiding-place, your refuge, your covert
from the tempest. Away from a world doomed to woe; away from all
refuge in your own obedience to the law, in works of human merit;
away from self, from sin, from all, to Jesus. Until you have reached
Him, you are suspended by a hair over the bottomless pit: in one
moment, and at any moment, it may break, and you are gone; and
once lost, lost forever!

Dear tried and suffering reader, do you resemble this burning bush?
are you in the fire, passing through the furnace? does some strong
temptation assail you- some sore trial oppress you- some deep
sorrows wound you? He who dwelt in the bush dwells in you! and He
who kept the bush unconsumed amid the flame, will keep you! Let
your greatest care and deepest solicitude be to "glorify God in the
fires." Be more prayerful for sustaining and sanctifying grace, than
for the removal of your trial. This will bring richer glory to God.
Beseech your Father that the flame may not be extinguished until the
alloy is consumed, and the tried gold has come forth reflecting more
vividly from its surface the image of Jesus- your soul partaking more
deeply of the Divine holiness.

"Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift!"



The Prophetical Glory of the Redeemer

"Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus' glory and spoke about
him." John 12:41

"Isaiah was referring to Jesus when he made this prediction,
because he was given a vision of the Messiah's glory." John 12:41

How true is it that "the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy!"
"To Him gave all the prophets witness." Of Him, as of one only
glorious person, they delighted to testify- of Him, as of one only
precious subject, they delighted to speak. Never did the Divine Spirit
rest upon them with greater power- never did they strike their
prophetic harps to strains so high, so rich, so sweet, as when
Emmanuel was their theme. And is it too much to say, that
magnificent as is the drapery in which their writings are clothed-
gorgeous as is the imagery, and sublime the doctrines, in which these
announcements are invested, they would possess no beauty, glory, or
sweetness, but for- Jesus?

The confidence and the joy of the Church has ever been the
prospective view she has had of the coming Messiah. Through the
long vista of ages she saw Him advancing; and though the vision was
distant and dim, yet, persuaded of the promise, she embraced it, and
rested in it, believing that God was able as He was willing to make
good all that He had in covenant mercy pledged to do. The incarnate
God was her hope, her joy, her trust; and living or dying, the
"Consolation of Israel" was the pole-star on which the eye of her faith
was ever and immovably fixed. It pleased God to raise up a school of
prophets, whom He endowed with extraordinary powers of
inspiration, filling them with the Holy Spirit, whose especial office it
was to feed this desire, to animate this hope, and to strengthen this
expectation of faith, by keeping the glorious truth of the approaching
Savior constantly and prominently before the eye of the Church. "Of
which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently,



who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: searching
what person, or what period of time the Spirit of Christ who was in
them did signify, when He testified beforehand the sufferings of
Christ, and the glory that should follow."

That we are justified in looking into the prophetical Scriptures for
peculiar revelations of the glory of Christ will appear clear from a
reference to a few passages bearing upon this subject. Our Lord's
conversation with the two disciples journeying to Emmaus is
strikingly in point. In the first place, Jesus gently chides them for
their lack of faith in the prophetical writings relating to Himself. "O
fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken."
He then passes to the great subject before Him, "And beginning at
Moses, and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning Himself." The same day, and on
another occasion, appearing in their assembled midst, "He said unto
them, These are the words which I spoke unto you while I was yet
with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the
law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the Psalms concerning me.
Then opened He their understanding, that they might understand
the Scriptures."

In a conversation He held with the Jews, how pointedly did He refer
to His glory as beaming from beneath the veil of the Mosaic writings!
"Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that
accuses you, even Moses, in whom you trust. For had you believed
Moses, you would have believed me, for he wrote of me." And well
did He exhort them to "search the Scriptures; for in them you think
you have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me." Thus
invited and encouraged, let us address ourselves to the pleasing task
of drawing aside the prophetical veil, thus revealing the hidden
glories of our Emmanuel. The unfolding of this subject will be found
to present a brief exposition of those striking words of the evangelist:
"These things said Elijah, when he saw His glory, and spoke of Him."



We commence with the testimony which the prophetical Scriptures
bring to the doctrine of our Lord's Deity. Clearer intimations of the
Divinity of Christ are nowhere found than in the Old Testament
writings. "In the year that king Uzziah died, I saw also the Lord
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and His train filled the
temple. Above it stood the seraphim: each one had six wings; with
twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and
with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy,
holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory.
And the posts of the door moved at the voice of Him that cried, and
the house was filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe is me! for I am
undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst
of a people of unclean lips: for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord
of hosts." What an august revelation of the glory of Christ's Godhead
was this which broke upon the view of the lowly prophet! How
instructive is each particular of his beatific vision! Mark the
profound humility of the seraphim- they veiled with their wings their
faces and their feet. They were in the presence of Jesus. They saw the
King in His beauty, and covered themselves.

Bat the effect of this view of our Lord's Divine glory upon the mind of
the prophet, is still more impressive: "Then said I, Woe is me! for I
am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips ... for my eyes have
seen the King, the Lord of hosts." What prostrated his soul thus low
in the dust? What filled him with this self-abasement? What
overwhelmed him with this keen sense of his vileness? Oh, it was the
unclouded view he had of the essential glory of the Son of God! And
thus will it ever be. The beaming forth of Christ's glory in the soul,
reveals its hidden evil; the knowledge of this evil lays the believer low
before God with the confession, "I abhor myself. Woe is me, for I am
undone!" Beloved, let this truth be ever present to your mind, that as
we increasingly see glory in Jesus, we shall increasingly see that
there is no glory in ourselves. Jesus is the Sun which reveals the
pollutions and defilements that are within. The chambers of
abomination are all closed until Christ shines in upon the soul. Oh,
then it is these deep-seated and long-veiled deformities are revealed;



and we, no longer gazing with a complaisant eye upon self, sink in
the dust before God, overwhelmed with shame, and covered with
confusion of face. Holy posture! Blessed spectacle! A soul prostrate
before the glory of the incarnate God! All high and lofty views of its
own false glory annihilated by clear and close views of the true glory
of Jesus. As when the sun appears, all the less lights vanish into
darkness, so when Jesus rises in noontide glory upon the soul, all
other glory retires, and He alone fixes the eye, and fills the mind.
"With twain they covered their faces, and with twain they covered
their feet." Their own perfections and beauty were not to be seen in
the presence of the glory of the Lord. How much more profound
should be the humility and self-abasement of man! Have we covered
ourselves- not with the pure wings of the holy cherubim- but with
sackcloth and ashes, before the Lord? Have we sought to veil- not our
beauties, for beauties we have none; but our innumerable and
flagrant deformities, even the "spots upon our feasts of love," the sins
of our best and holiest things; and, renouncing all self-glory, have we
sunk, as into nothing, before God? Oh, we are yet strangers to the
vision of Christ's glory, if we have not! If the constellations of human
gifts and attainments, distinctions and usefulness, on which
unsanctified and unmortified self so delights to gaze, have not retired
into oblivion, the Sun of Righteousness has yet to rise upon our souls
with healing in His wings.

His glory as the God-man is reflected with equal clearness from the
prophetical page. Thus was it predicted that the eternal Son of God
should assume an inferior and a human form. "Behold, a virgin shall
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His name Emmanuel." "Unto
us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be
upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful,
Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace." Could any truth be more emphatically or distinctly stated?
Oh, what love in the Father does it unfold, that not only He should
have promised His dear Son, but that He should have held out that
promise at so distant a period, and in such terms, as would lay an



unequivocal foundation for the faith, hope, and joy of the saints, in
all ages of the world!

His Divine anointing, constituting an important feature of His
official glory, and opening a channel of the most costly blessing to
the Church, forms a distinct and sacred theme of the prophetical
writings. "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord
has anointed me." "And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem
of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: and the Spirit of
the Lord shall rest upon him." This anointing was upon the
Redeemer, in infinite richness and fragrance. "God gives not the
Spirit by measure unto him." As essentially Jehovah, He needed it
not; but as the great High Priest, and the mediatorial Head of His
"Church, which is His body, the fulness of Him that fills all in all," it
was necessary that the anointing oil should be upon Him in its
utmost plenitude. As one with Him, all the members alike
participate. "It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran
down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went to the skirts of
his garment;" even to the lowest believer- Ah! and he that lies the
lowest, obtains the most of this "precious ointment," as it descends
from Jesus: the hand of faith that touches but the hem of His
garment, receives from Him who was "anointed with the oil of
gladness above His fellows." Dear reader, are you professedly one
with Jesus and His saints? then seek, oh diligently seek, a large and
still larger degree of this holy and fragrant anointing. Rest not short
of it. Do not be satisfied to proceed another step without it. Do not be
content with a mere profession, having a name to live, yet lacking all
the essential evidences of real life, while discovering many of the
fearful attributes of actual death.

The possession of this anointing of the Holy Spirit will decide the
momentous, and perhaps with you doubtful, question of your union
with Christ. Men will take knowledge of you that you have been with
Jesus, and learned from Him. Your life will be a reflection, faint at
best, yet a reflection of His holy life. You will bear some resemblance
to the "altogether lovely" one; your spirit will breathe His meekness;



your demeanor will be stamped with His gentleness; your whole
conversation will be seasoned with His grace; all your "garments will
smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces;" an
unction will pervade your prayers, a power irresistible will
accompany your labors, and in every place you will be a sweet savor
of Christ, blessed and a blessing.

Christ, the foundation of the Church, was a truth, the great glory of
which the evangelical prophet also saw and spoke of. "Thus says the
Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried
stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation." How identical of
the Redeemer is this splendid prophecy! Every word in the passage,
and every quality of the figure, is expressive of some essential part of
His character and work. Jesus is fitly compared to a "stone" for
strength and durability. He is a "Savior, and a great one" "mighty to
save." "I have laid help upon one that is mighty." If it were probable
that the fact of His Deity should be announced in a voice of thunder
from the eternal throne, can we suppose it would be uttered in terms
more decided and explicit than those which fell upon the ear of the
exiled evangelist from the lips of Christ Himself? "I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the beginning and the ending, says the Lord, who is, and
who was, and who is to come, the Almighty." And what a needed
truth is this! None but an Almighty ransom could have saved from
going down to the pit. Jesus is our ransom, and Jesus is the
Almighty.

The Redeemer is not only a stone, but a "tried stone." The grand
experiment has been made- the great test has been applied, and, to
answer all the ends for which the Lord God laid it in Zion, it has
proved completely adequate. Never was a foundation tried as this. In
the eternal purpose of Redemption, Omnipotence tried it. In the
Divine mind there existed no lurking suspicion, no embarrassing
uncertainty, as to the result. The Father knew all that this foundation
was to sustain, and well He knew, too, that it was capable of
sustaining all. Stupendous were the consequences. His own glory and
the honor of His government were involved; the salvation of His elect



was to be secured; death, with all its horrors, was to be abolished;
life, with all its immortal, untold glories, was to be revealed; hell was
to be closed, and heaven opened to all believers. With such
momentous realities pending- with such mighty and glorious results

at stake, the Eternal mind, in its purpose of grace and glory, would
lay for a foundation a "tried stone." Blessed Emmanuel! how
effulgently does your glory beam from beneath Your prophetical veil!
You are that "tried stone,"- tried by the Father when He laid upon
You all His people's sins and transgressions, bruised You and put
You to grief. Tried by the law, when it exacted and received from You
Your utmost obedience to its precepts. Tried by Divine justice, when
it kindled around You its fiercest flame, yet consumed You not. Tried
by the Church, built upon You so securely that the gates of hell shall
never prevail against her. Tried by poor sinners, who have brought
their burdens of guilt to Your blood, and have found pardon and
peace. Tried by believers, who have taken their trials to Your
sympathy, their sorrows to Your love, their wounds to Your healing,
their weakness to your strength, their emptiness to Your fulness,
their petitions to Your ear, and have never, never been disappointed.
Oh yes, You are that "tried stone," to whom I would come moment by
moment.

"A precious corner stone." Of whom does the prophet speak this, but
of Jesus, compared with whom nothing is precious? He alone is
worthy of the term, who alone can smooth life's rugged path, sweeten
life's bitter trials, lighten life's heavy burdens, and this by daily and
hourly emanations of His own life, grace, and preciousness. Oh, how
precious- what language can express it? Is this precious stone to him
who, conscious of his vileness, poverty, and nothingness, or with a
spirit oppressed with deep trial, or bleeding from painful
bereavement, wades to it through the billows, exclaiming, "When my
heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the Rock that is higher than I."
Precious in His all-atoning blood; precious in His all-justifying
righteousness; precious in His infinite fulness; precious in every
office that He fills; in every work that He performs; in every promise



that He makes; is Christ to him who, finding all other foundations
but as sliding sand, builds his hope of glory upon the incarnate God.
"To you, therefore, that believe, He is precious."

A "corner stone," too, is our glorious Redeemer. The important
position which this occupies in the spiritual building- its essential
relation to the compactness, strength, and durability of the whole
fabric, we fear, is not duly considered by many who are professedly
"living stones in the spiritual house." And yet how momentous and
how holy is the instruction it conveys! The corner stone is that which
unites the parts of the edifice: it is to the building what the key stone
is to the arch; it imparts unity, symmetry, and strength. The Lord
Jesus has been the uniting stone of the Church in all ages. The saints
of the Patriarchal, Levitical, and Christian Churches, all meet and
form, in Him, one glorious temple of the living God. "No longer
strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of
the household of God:" they are "built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief Corner
Stone; in whom all the building, fitly framed together, grows unto a
holy temple in the Lord," and thus becomes "a habitation of God
through the Spirit."

To allude to another figure employed by the Holy Spirit to illustrate
and enforce the same blessed truth- the unity of the Church- the
Lord Jesus is declared to be the one spiritual HEAD of His "Church,
who is His body, the fulness of Him that fills all in all." Thus in itself
one by its oneness with Him, it is represented as "growing up into
Him in all things, who is the Head, even Christ: from whom the
whole body, fitly joined together, and compacted by that which every
joint supplies, according to the effectual working in the measure of
every part, makes increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in
love." "There" (in Christ)- "is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
bond nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in
Christ Jesus," and "Christ is all and in all." To the consideration of
this holy and precious theme- THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH- let us
for a few moments turn our attention.



That there are divisions in the Church of God, visible and painful;
that the one body is sadly dismembered, the seamless robe rudely
torn and disfigured, is a truth too glaring to conceal, and almost too
painful and humiliating to acknowledge. Alas that it should be so!
Oh, how much is the unity of the Church lost sight of in the din of
religious controversy, and in the heat of party zeal! How does brother
look coldly upon brother, and minister glance suspiciously at
minister, and church stand aloof from church! Ought this so to be?

And to what may it in a great degree be traced? We believe, to a
forgetfulness of the truth, that all true believers are "one in Christ
Jesus;" that the blood of the Lamb is the bond of union of the saints;
that He is the "corner stone," uniting all the parts of the one edifice;
and that, if built upon Him, we are one with that Church, and that
Church is one with Christ.

The unity of the mystical Church of God consists not in a unity of
creed. A higher, a diviner, and a more endearing principle unites her
than this. Ardently as it should be desired, and fervently as it should
be prayed for, that the promised day of millennial blessedness may
speedily come, when the "watchmen shall see eye to eye," when from
every battlement in Zion the silver trumpets shall emit one sweet
harmonious sound; yet, even then, not more essentially will the
Church of God be one than she is now. True, her unity will be more
visible, her divisions will be healed, her bleeding wounds will be
stanched, her internal conflicts will have ceased; "Ephraim shall not
envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim any more;" and the
harsh sounds of strife, now so loud and discordant, be lost in the
sweet strains of peace and love floating from every lip; yet is the
Church at this moment essentially one and indivisible. Not, then, in a
unity of creed, or of ecclesiastical polity, does the real unity of the
Church consist, but in the "unity of the Spirit," that unity sustained
by the "bond of peace." She has been baptized, not into one form of
church government, or into one system of doctrinal truth, but "by
one Spirit we are all baptized into one body, whether we are Jews or
Gentiles, whether we are bond or free; and have all been made to



drink into the same Spirit." The "one Spirit" regenerating all the
children of God, fashioning their hearts alike, uniting them by a
living faith to the Head, equally dwelling in, teaching and guiding,
comforting and sanctifying them, demonstrates the perfect oneness
of Christ's body. And thus, then, when an individual crosses our path
in whom the spirit of Jesus breathes, who manifests a union to the
Head, and who speaks the language and bears the image of the
Father, and a resemblance to the one family, be his climate and
color, be his name and minor points of creed, what they may, it
becomes our solemn duty, as it is our great privilege, to extend to
him the recognition, and to greet him with the tender and holy
affection of the one brotherhood. In the Lord's eye he is a member of
His body, and he should be so in ours. And if, refusing to own the
relationship, we withdraw the hand of Christian love, we render our
own regeneration doubtful, we wound and grieve and deny the Spirit
in him. It is written, yes, it is written by the pen of the Holy Spirit,
"Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ, is born of God; and every
one that loves Him that begat, loves Him also that is begotten by
Him."

I would recur to what may be considered one of the most fruitful and
painful causes of the defective Christian union which so much mars
the beauty and impairs the moral power of the Church of God in our
day. I allude to the great distance from Christ which characterizes the
spiritual walk of so many believers. The effect of this upon the
operation of Christian love is obvious. A distance in spirit from the
Head, leads to a distance in spirit from the members of the body. As
with the beams of the sun, the further they recede from their center,
the wider are they separated from each other; so it is with the
"children of the light." Each believer is a solar beam- an emanation
from the Sun of Righteousness. The more remote he lives from
Christ- the center of the soul- the wider will he be alienated in
affection and in spirit from the members of Christ. His eye less
simply and constantly looking unto Jesus, his sense of union to, and
communion with, Him weakened, love waning, faith declining, there
will of necessity be a lessening attachment to the Church of Christ.



But the converse, oh, how precious! The rays of light reflected back
to the sun, meeting and rejoicing in their center, meet and rejoice in
themselves. So with the saints. Drawn closer to Jesus- our wandering
steps retraced- restored by those sanctifying unfoldings of the cross,
which the Spirit delights to impart, the eye of penitence and faith,
swimming though it be in tears, once more turned on Christ, love
rekindled in the heart, oh, how will the affections, in their fondest
and holiest power, go forth towards "all them who love our Lord
Jesus Christ in sincerity!" His image will be their passport to our
hearts; His name will secure their welcome to our homes.

Have you felt, dear reader, the sanctifying, cementing power of the
Redeemer's love in your heart? Then, with all affectionate fidelity is
the question proposed- how far do you deem yourself justified in
regarding with frigid affection and distance of spirit any believer in
Jesus, or in declining communion at the throne of grace, or alliance
and confederation in the cause of our common Lord, with any
portion of the Church of God, on the plea of a lack of ecclesiastical
uniformity, or unity of doctrinal creed as a basis of union? Is this the
unity of the Church spoken of in the word of God? Are you prepared
for the result to which this plea for separation will lead you? Are you
willing to defend it on a dying-bed, and go with it to the judgment-
seat of Christ? Examine it in the light of God's word, and see where it
springs, what is its nature, and what are its tendencies. Remember
the words of our Lord, in His reply to the disciple who frowned upon
an expression of zeal for the glory of Christ, because it was not from
one of their own party- "And Jesus said, Forbid him not; for there is
no man who shall do a miracle in my name that can lightly speak evil
of me." And is it not a solemn thought, that in turning our back upon
any holy, consistent member of Christ, we turn our back upon Christ
Himself; and that in standing aloof from any holy confederation or
Christian enterprise for the advancement of His truth and kingdom,
because its promoters follow not with us, our very neutrality may be
justly interpreted as criminal indifference, and our refusal to lend
our cooperation, an act of hostility to Him whose subjects we profess
to be! Oh that for the "divisions of Reuben there were great



searchings of heart!" Yes, Jesus is the "corner stone" of the one
Church, and the more firmly we build on, and the more closely we
adhere to Him, the more tenderly and closely will the hearts of all the
saints be "knit together in love." Precious Jesus! draw us nearer to
Yourself; then shall we be drawn nearer to Your one family,
redeemed by Your most precious blood!

"A sure foundation,” is the last quality of excellence specified
concerning this precious Stone. As if, in so momentous a matter as
the salvation of the soul, to remove all lingering doubt from the
mind, to annihilate all imaginary and shadowy conceptions of Jesus,
Jehovah, the great Builder of the Church, declares the foundation
thus laid to be a real and substantial one. Confidently here may the
weary rest, and the sinner build his hope of heaven. All is sure. Sure
that the word he credits is true- sure that the invitation that woos
him is sincere- sure that the welcome extended to him is cordial.
Sure, in coming to Jesus, of free forgiveness, of full justification, of
complete and eternal acceptance with the reconciled God. Sure that,
in renouncing all self-dependence, and building high his hope of
glory on this foundation, he "shall not be ashamed nor confounded,
world without end." All, too, is sure to the believer in the covenant of
grace, of which Jesus is the Surety and Mediator. Every promise is
sure- the full supply of all our needs- the daily efficacy of the atoning
blood- the answer to our prayers, though long delayed- the hope of
being forever with Jesus- all, all is certain and sure, because based on
Jesus, and springing from the heart of the unchangeable God, and
confirmed by the oath of Him who has said, "Once have I sworn by
my holiness, that I will not lie unto David."

There is yet another prophecy of our glorious Redeemer, as
remarkable for its literal fulfilment as for its affecting nature and
solemn instruction. It is that He should be a "stone of stumbling and
a rock of offence," and that Jew and Gentile should be confederated
against Him. "And He shall be.. . . . for a stone of stumbling, and for a
rock of offence to both the houses of Israel." "Israel, who followed
after the law of righteousness, have not attained to the law of



righteousness. Why? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it
were by the works of the law: for they stumbled at that stumbling
stone; as it is written, Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and
rock of offence." What a literal fulfilment has this prophecy received!
To the Jews, once God's favorite people; now a "nation scattered and
peeled," wandering over the face of the earth- for where have human
footsteps trodden that the Israelite has not penetrated? "without a
king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an
image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim," but in whose
history promises of mercy and restoration are strangely blended with
predictions of their apostasy and dispersion; even to them has the
Messiah ever been, as He now is, a "stone of stumbling and a rock of
offence."

But not Jews only- Jews and Gentiles confederated together against
the Son of God, form a gloomy portion of prophetic announcement,
containing a yet more mournful shadow- a large portion of the
Gospel record. "The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers
take counsel together against the Lord, and against His anointed."
"And the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends together, for
before they were at enmity between themselves." Compare these
passages with Acts 4. 8-11. How striking and solemn the instruction
conveyed in this incident! Pilate and Herod, standing in the attitude
of the deadliest hate to each other, are now made friends!

And what strange, but mighty power has thus suddenly subdued
their animosity, and turned their hatred into love? What mystic
chain has drawn and bound together these hostile rulers? Their
mutual and deep enmity against Jesus! Believers in Christ! are the
enemies of our glorious Redeemer, inspired by a natural and kindred
feeling of hatred, induced to forget their private quarrels, and merge
their differences in one common confederation to crush the Son of
God, the object of their mutual hostility- and shall not the friends of
the Redeemer, constrained by that Divine principle of love which
dwells in the hearts of all who are born of God, quench their heart-
burnings, bury their antipathies, and draw more closely together, in



one holy, vigorous, and determined alliance to exalt the Son of God,
the glorious and precious Object of their mutual affection? Oh, if
Jesus is the bond of union to those who hate Him, how much more
should He be the bond of union to those who love Him! Beneath His
cross how should all unholy jealousy, and bitterness, and wrath, and
anger, and clamor, and uncharitableness, be mourned over,
confessed, abhorred, and renounced by the children of the one
family; and how should all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in
sincerity, be unhesitatingly and cordially recognized as such, thus
"endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace!"

What a distinct prophetical view bad Isaiah also of the NATURE
AND GLORY OF THE REDEEMER'S WORK! He thus foretells it:
"Behold, the Lord has proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say you
to the daughter of Zion, Behold, your salvation comes; behold, His
reward is with Him, and His work before Him." And he thus
describes it: "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the
Lord has anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek: He has
sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound." We
can with difficulty realize, as the eye traces this evangelical
declaration, that we are reading the prophecy, and not its fulfilment;
the shadowy writings of the Old, and not the noontide revelation of
the New Testament, so luminous with the Gospel, so fragrant with
the name, so replete with the work, of Jesus is it. Oh, what tidings of
joy and gladness are here to the heart-broken, burdened captive!
Could announcements be more suited to his case, more appropriate
to his circumstances, more soothing to his heart? Here, from the very
heart of the Bible, Jesus Himself speaks. And never, in the days of
His flesh, when preaching from the mountain, or in the synagogue,
were sweeter sounds uttered from His lips than these. This was the
work that was before Him, to seek and to save lost sinners, to save
them as sinners, to rend asunder their chains, to deliver them from
their captivity, and to introduce them into the glorious liberty of the
sons of God.



THE QUIET, LOWLY, UNOSTENTATIOUS CHARACTER OF
JESUS, blending with the most exquisite tenderness of heart, the pen
of the evangelical prophet with equal vividness and beauty portrays.
"He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause His voice to be heard in the
street. A bruised reed shall He not break, and the smoking flax shall
He not quench." Compare this beautiful prophecy with Matt. 12. 15-
20. Could the fulfilment be more perfect? Was not the entire life of
our Lord in exact harmony with this prophetical portrait? Did not the
glory of His lowly life, which Isaiah saw with a prophet's far-reaching
eye, illumine, as with a living light, every step and every act of His
history! Verily it did! Truly might He say, "Learn from me, for I am
meek and lowly in heart." The most sublime miracles, the most
stupendous exertions of power, and the most brilliant displays of
philanthropy, on which a self-aggrandizing man would have
established successfully his claims to profound and universal
homage, He only referred to as sustaining the glory of His Father in
His Divine mission; while all earthly honor and temporal power that
might have accrued separately to Himself He utterly rejected, veiling
His own person in the deep folds of that humility which clothed Him
as a garment. Shrinking from the intense gaze of a delighted
multitude, and from the murmuring breath of popular applause, He
would vanish as in a moment from the scene of His benevolence,
either to lavish His boundless compassion on other and more
wretched objects of suffering and woe, or to hide Himself amid the
gloom and solitude of the desert. Never was humility like Yours,
meek and lowly Lamb of God! Subdue this hated self in us- lay low
this pride- suppress these inward risings, and draw, in fairer and
deeper lines, Your own image on our souls!

The limits of this chapter will not permit us any further to