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	To the Reader
	Adoration of God
	1. We must reverently adore God as a being transcendently bright and blessed
	1.1. That He is an eternal immutable God without beginning of days, or end of life, or change of time.
	1.2. That He is present in all places, and there is no place in which He is included, or out of which He is excluded.
	1.3. That He hath a perfect knowledge of all persons and things, and sees them all, even that which is most secret, at one clear, certain, and unerring view.
	1.4. That His wisdom is unsearchable, and the counsels and designs of it cannot be fathomed.
	1.5. That His sovereignty is uncontestable, and He is the owner and absolute Lord of all.
	1.6. That His power is irresistible, and the operations of it cannot be controlled.
	1.7. That He is a God of unspotted purity and perfect rectitude.
	1.8. That He is just in the administration of His government, and never did, nor ever will do wrong to any of His creatures.
	1.9. That His truth is inviolable, and the treasures of His goodness inexhaustible.
	1.10. Lastly, when we have said all we can of the glorious perfections of the divine nature, we fall infinitely short of the merit of the subject.

	2. We must give God the praise of that splendor and glory wherein He is pleased to manifest himself in the upper world
	3. We must give glory to him as the Creator of the world, and the great protector, benefactor and ruler of the whole creation.
	4. We must give honor to the three persons in the godhead distinctly, to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, that great and sacred name into which we were baptized, and in which we assemble for religious worship, in communion with the universal c...
	5. We must acknowledge our dependence upon God, and our obligations to him, as our Creator, Preserver, and Benefactor.
	6. We must avouch this God to be our God, and own our relation to Him, His dominion over us, and propriety in us
	7. We must acknowledge it an unspeakable favor, and an inestimable privilege, that we are not only admitted, but invited and encouraged to draw nigh to God in prayer.
	8. We must express the sense we have of our own meanness and unworthiness to draw near to God and speak to him.
	9. We must humbly profess the desire of our hearts toward God as our felicity and portion, and the fountain of life and all good to us.
	10. We must likewise profess our believing hope and confidence in God, and his all-sufficiency, in his power, providence, and promise.
	11. We must intreat God’s favorable acceptance of us and our poor performances.
	12. We must beg for the powerful assistance and influence of the blessed spirit of grace in our prayers.
	13. We must make the glory of God our highest end in all our prayers.
	14. We must profess our entire reliance on the Lord Jesus Christ alone for acceptance with God and come in his name.

	Confession of Sin
	1. We must acknowledge the great reason we have to lie very low before God and to be ashamed of ourselves when we come into his presence, and to be afraid of his wrath, having made ourselves both odious to his holiness, and obnoxious to his justice.
	2. We must take hold of the great encouragement God has given us to humble ourselves before Him with sorrow and shame and to confess our sins.
	3. We must therefore confess and bewail our original corruption in the first place, that we are the children of apostate and rebellious parents, and the nature of man is depraved, and wretchedly degenerated from its primitive purity and rectitude, and...
	4. We must lament our present corrupt dispositions to that which is evil, and our indisposedness to and impotency, in that which is good. We must look into our own hearts and confess with holy blushing:
	4.1. The blindness of our understandings, and their unaptness to admit the rays of the divine light.
	4.2. The stubbornness of our wills, and their unaptness to submit to the rules of the divine law.
	4.3. The vanity of our thoughts, their neglect of those things which they ought to be conversant with and dwelling upon those things that are unworthy of them and tend to corrupt our minds.
	4.4. The carnality of our affections, their being placed upon wrong objects and carried beyond due bounds.
	4.5. The corruption of the whole man: irregular appetites towards those things that are pleasing to sense, and inordinate passions against those things that are displeasing, and an alienation of the mind from the principles, power and pleasures of the...

	5. We must lament and confess our omissions of our duty, our neglect of it, and triflings in it, and that we have done so little since we came into the world of the great work we were sent into the world about, so very little to answer the end either ...
	6. We must likewise bewail our many actual transgressions, in thought, word, and deed
	6.1. We must confess and bewail the workings of pride in us.
	6.2. The breaking out of passion and rash anger.
	6.3. Our covetousness and love of the world.
	6.4. Our sensuality and flesh-pleasing.
	6.5. Our security and unmindfulness of the changes we are liable to in this world.
	6.6. Our fretfulness and impatience and murmuring under our afflictions, our inordinate dejection, and distrust of God and His providence.
	6.7. Our uncharitableness towards our brethren, and unpeaceableness with our relations, neighbors and friends, and perhaps injustice towards them.
	6.8. Our tongue sins.
	6.9. Our spiritual slothfulness and decay.

	7. We must acknowledge the great evil that there is in sin, in our sin, the malignity of its nature, and its mischievousness to us.
	7.1. The sinfulness of sin.
	7.2. The foolishness of sin.
	7.3. The unprofitableness of sin.
	7.4. The deceitfulness of sin.
	7.5. The offense which by sin we have given to the Holy God.
	7.6. The damage which by sin we have done to our own souls, and their great interests.

	8. We must aggravate our sins and take notice of those things which make them more heinous in the sight of God and more dangerous to ourselves.
	8.1. The more knowledge we have of good and evil, the greater is our sin.
	8.2. The greater profession we have made of religion, the greater hath been our sin.
	8.3. The more mercies we have received from God, the greater hath been our sin.
	8.4. The fairer warning, we have had from the word of God, and from our own consciences, concerning our danger of sin, and danger by sin, the greater is the sin if we go on in it.
	8.5. The greater afflictions we have been under for sin, the greater is the sin if we go on in it.
	8.6. The more vows and promises we have made of better obedience, the greater has our sin been.

	9. We must judge and condemn ourselves for our sins and own ourselves liable to punishment.
	10. We must give to God the glory of his patience and long-suffering towards us and his willingness to be reconciled.
	11. We must humbly profess our sorrow and shame for sin, and humbly engage ourselves in the strength of divine grace, that we will be better and do better for the future.

	Petitions and Requests
	1. We must earnestly pray for the pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.
	1.1. The infinite goodness of His nature, His readiness to forgive sin, and His glorying in it.
	1.2. The merit and righteousness of our Lord Jesus Christ, which we rely upon as our main plea in our petition for the pardon of sin.
	1.3. The promises God hath made in His word to pardon and absolve all of them that truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy gospel.
	1.4. Our own misery and danger because of sin.
	1.5. The blessed condition which they are in whose sins are pardoned.

	2. We must likewise pray that God will be reconciled to us that we may obtain His favor and blessing and gracious acceptance.
	2.1. That we may be at peace with God; and His anger may be turned away from us.
	2.2. That we may be taken into covenant with God and admitted into relation to Him.
	2.3. That we may have the favor of God, and an interest in His special love.
	2.4. That we may have the blessing of God.
	2.5. That we may have the presence of God with us.

	3. We must pray for the comfortable sense of our reconciliation to God and our acceptance with Him.
	3.1. That we may have some evidence of the pardon of our sins, and of our adoption.
	3.2. That we may have a well-grounded peace of conscience; a holy security and serenity of mind arising from a sense of our justification before God, and a good work wrought in us.

	4. We must pray for the grace of God and all the kind and powerful influences and operations of that grace.
	4.1. We must pray for grace to fortify us against every evil thought, word and work. Having been earnest for the removing of the guilt of sin, that we may not die for it as a crime, we must be no less earnest for the breaking of the power of sin, that...
	4.2. We must pray for grace to furnish us for every good thought, word, and work; that we may not only be kept from sin but may be in everything as we should be and do as we should do.
	4.2.1. That the work of grace may be wrought there where it is not yet begun.
	4.2.2. That where it is begun it may be carried on, and at length perfected, and the foundation that is well laid may be happily built upon.

	4.3. More particularly we must pray for grace.
	4.3.1. To teach and instruct us and make us knowing and intelligent in the things of God.
	4.3.2. To lead us into, and keep us in the way of truth, and if in anything we be in an error, to rectify our mistake.
	4.3.3. To help our memories, that the truths of God may be ready to us, whenever we have occasion to use them.
	4.3.4. To direct our consciences, to shew us the way of our duty, and to make us wise, knowing, judicious Christians.
	4.3.5. To sanctify our natures, to plant in us all holy principles and dispositions, and to increase every grace in us.
	4.3.5.1. We must pray for faith.
	4.3.5.2. We must pray for the fear of God.
	4.3.5.3. We must pray that the love of God and Christ may be rooted in us, and in order thereunto, that the love of the world may be rooted out of us.
	4.3.5.4. We must pray that our consciences may be always tender, and that we may live a life of repentance.
	4.3.5.5. We must pray to God to work in us charity and brotherly love.
	4.3.5.6. We must pray for the grace of self-denial.
	4.3.5.7. We must pray for humility and meekness.
	4.3.5.8. We must pray for the grace of contentment and patience, and a holy indifferency to all the things of sense and time.
	4.3.5.9. We must pray for the grace of hope, a hope in God and Christ, and a hope of eternal life.
	4.3.5.10. We must pray for grace to preserve us from sin, and all appearances of it and approaches towards it.
	4.3.5.11. We must pray for grace to enable us both to govern our tongues well, and to use them well.
	4.3.5.12. We must pray for grace to direct and quicken us to, and to strengthen and assist us in our duty in the whole course of our conversation.
	4.3.5.13. We must pray for grace to make us wiser and better every day than other.
	4.3.5.14. We must pray for effectual support and comfort under all the crosses and afflictions that we meet with in this world.
	4.3.5.15. We must pray for grace to preserve us to the end, and to fit us for whatever lies before us betwixt and the grave.
	4.3.5.16. We must pray for grace to prepare us for death, and to carry us well through our dying moments.
	4.3.5.17. We must pray for grace to fit us for heaven, and that we may at length be put in possession of eternal life.
	4.3.5.18. We must pray for the good things of this life, with a humble submission to the will of God.
	4.3.5.19. We must pray to be preserved from the calamities to which we are exposed.
	4.3.5.20. We must pray to be supplied with the comforts and supports we daily stand in need of.
	4.3.5.21. We must plead the promises of God for the enforcing of all our petitions, put these promises in suit, and refer ourselves to them.




	Thanksgivings for Mercy
	1. We must stir up ourselves to praise God, with the consideration both of the reason and of the encouragement we have to praise Him
	2. We must be particular in our thanksgiving to God.
	2.1. For the discoveries which He has made to us in His word of the goodness of His nature.
	2.2. The goodness of His providence relating to our bodies, and the life that now is and this,
	2.2.1. First, with reference to all the creatures, and the world of mankind, in general.
	2.2.2. Secondly, with reference to us in particular.
	2.2.2.1. We must give thanks that He hath made us reasonable creatures, capable of knowing, loving, serving and enjoying Him, and that He hath not made us as the beasts that perish.
	2.2.2.2. We must give thanks for our preservation, that our lives are prolonged, and that the use of our reason and understanding, our limbs and senses, is continued to us.
	2.2.2.3. For signal recoveries from danger by sickness, or otherwise.
	2.2.2.4. For the supports and comforts of this life, which have hitherto made the land of our pilgrimage easy and pleasant to us.
	2.2.2.5. For success in our callings and affairs, comfort in relations, and comfortable places of abode.
	2.2.2.6. For our share in the public plenty, peace, and tranquility.


	2.3. The goodness of His grace relating to our souls, and the life that is to come. But especially blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly things in Christ. Ephesians 1:3.
	2.3.1. First, we must give God thanks for His kindness to the children of men relating to their better pare and their future state, and His favors to the church in general.
	2.3.1.1. We must give thanks for the gracious design and contrivance of man’s redemption and salvation, when he was lost and undone by sin.
	2.3.1.2. For the eternal purposes and counsels of God concerning man’s redemption.
	2.3.1.3. For the appointing of the Redeemer, and God’s gracious condescension to deal with man upon new terms, receding from the demands of the broken covenant of innocence.
	2.3.1.4. For the early and ancient indications of this gracious design concerning fallen man.
	2.3.1.5. For the many glorious instances of God’s favor to the Old Testament church.
	2.3.1.6. For the wonderful and mysterious incarnation of the Son of God, and His coming into the world.
	2.3.1.7. For God’s gracious owning of Him in His undertaking, and in the carrying of it on.
	2.3.1.8. For His Holy life, His excellent doctrine, and the glorious miracles He wrought to confirm His doctrine.
	2.3.1.9. For the great encouragements Christ gave to poor sinners to come to Him.
	2.3.1.10. For the full satisfaction which He made to the justice of God for the sin of man by the blood of His cross, for the purchases, victories, and triumphs of the cross, and for all the precious benefits which flow to us from the dying of the Lor...
	2.3.1.11. For His resurrection from the dead on the third day.
	2.3.1.12. For His ascension into heaven, and His sitting at God’s right hand there.
	2.3.1.13. For the intercession which He ever lives to make in the virtue of His satisfaction.
	2.3.1.14. For the dominion and sovereignty to which the Redeemer is exalted.
	2.3.1.15. For the assurance we have of His second coming to judge the world.
	2.3.1.16. For the sending of the Holy Spirit to supply the want of Christ’s bodily presence, to carry on His undertaking, and to prepare things for His second coming.
	2.3.1.17. For the covenant of grace made with us in Jesus Christ, and all the exceeding great and precious privileges of that covenant, and for the seals of it.
	2.3.1.18. For the writing of the scriptures, and the preserving of them pure and entire to our day.
	2.3.1.19. For the institution of ordinances, and particularly that of the ministry.
	2.3.1.20. For the planting of the Christian religion in the world, and the setting up of the gospel church, in despite of all the oppositions of the powers of darkness.
	2.3.1.21. For the preservation of Christianity in the world unto this day.
	2.3.1.22. For the martyrs and confessors, the lights of the church, and the good examples of those that are gone before us to heaven.
	2.3.1.23. For the communion of saints, that spiritual communion which we have in faith and hope and holy love, and in prayers and praises with all good Christians.
	2.3.1.24. For the prospect and hope of eternal life, when time and days shall be no more.

	2.3.2. Secondly, we must give God thanks for the spiritual mercies bestowed upon us in particular, especially if we are called with an effectual call, and have a good work of grace begun in us.
	2.3.2.1. We must bless God for the strivings of His spirit with us, and the admonitions and checks of our own consciences.
	2.3.2.2. We must bless God if there be a saving change wrought in us by His blessed Spirit.
	2.3.2.3. We must give thanks for the remission of our sins, and the peace of our consciences.
	2.3.2.4. For the powerful influences of divine grace, to sanctify and preserve us, to prevent our falling into sin, and to strengthen us in doing our duty.
	2.3.2.5. For sweet communion with God in holy ordinances, and the communications of His favor.
	2.3.2.6. For gracious answers to our prayers.
	2.3.2.7. For support under our afflictions and spiritual benefit and advantage by them.
	2.3.2.8. For the performance of God’s promises.




	Intercession for Others
	1. We must pray for the whole world of mankind, the lost world: and thus, we must honor all men, and according to our capacity do good to all men. 1 Peter 2:17; Galatians 6:10.
	2. For the propagating of the gospel in foreign parts, and the enlargement of the church by the bringing in of many to it.
	3. For the conversion of the Jews.
	4. For the eastern churches that are groaning under the yoke of Mahometan tyranny.
	5. For the universal church wherever dispersed, and for all the interests of it.
	6. For the conviction and conversion of atheists, deists and infidels, and of all that are out of the way of truth and of profane scoffers, and that that disgrace Christianity by their vicious and immoral lives.
	7. For the amending of everything that is amiss in the church, the reviving of primitive Christianity and the power of godliness, and in order thereunto, the pouring out of the Spirit.
	8. For the breaking of the power of all the enemies of the church, and the defeating of all their designs against her.
	9. For the relief of suffering churches, And the support, comfort and deliverance of all that are persecuted for Righteousness’ sake.
	10. For the nations of the world.
	11. For our own land and nation, which we ought in a special manner to seek the welfare of, that in the peace thereof we may have peace.
	11.1. We must be thankful to God for His mercies to our land.
	11.2. We must be humbled before God for our national sins and provocations.
	11.3. We must pray earnestly for national mercies.
	11.3.1. For the favor of God to us, and the tokens of His presence among us, as that in which the happiness of our nation is bound up.
	11.3.2. For the continuance of the gospel among us, and the means of grace, and a national profession of Christ’s holy religion.
	11.3.3. For the continuance of our outward peace and tranquility, our liberty and plenty, for the prosperity of our trade, and a blessing upon the fruits of the earth.
	11.3.4. For the success of all endeavors for the reformation of manners, the suppression of vice and profaneness, and the support of religion and virtue, and the bringing of them into reputation.
	11.3.5. For the healing of our unhappy divisions, and the making up of our breaches.
	11.3.6. For victory and success against our enemies abroad, that seek our ruin.
	11.3.7. For all that are employed in the conduct of public affairs.
	11.3.8. For magistrates, judges and justices of the peace.
	11.3.9. For all the ministers of God’s Holy word and sacraments.
	11.3.10. For all the universities, schools, and nurseries of learning.
	11.3.11. For the common people of the land.
	11.3.12. For the several ages and conditions of men, as they stand in need of mercy and grace.
	11.3.12.1. For those that are young and setting out in the world.
	11.3.12.2. For those that are old and are of long standing in profession.
	11.3.12.3. For those that are rich and prosperous in the world, some of whom perhaps need prayers as much as those that request them.
	11.3.12.4. For those that are poor and in affliction, for such we have always with us.
	11.3.12.5. For our enemies, and those that hate us.
	11.3.12.6. For our friends, and those that love us.




	Occasional Addresses to God
	1. In our morning prayers
	2. In our evening prayers
	3. In craving a blessing before meat
	4. In returning thanks after our meat
	5. When we are going a journey
	6. When we return from a journey
	7. In the evening before the Lord’s Day
	8. On the morning of the Lord’s Day
	9. At the entrance upon the public worship on the Lord’s Day by the masters of the assemblies
	10. In our preparation for the Lord’s Supper
	11. In the celebrating of the Lord’s Supper
	12. After the celebrating of the Lord’s Supper
	13. Upon occasion of the baptism of a child
	14. Upon occasion of a funeral
	15. Upon occasion of a marriage
	16. Upon occasion of the ordaining of ministers
	17. Upon occasion of the want of rain
	18. Upon occasion of excessive rain
	19. Upon occasion of infectious diseases
	20. Upon occasion of Fire
	21. Upon occasion of great storms
	22. Upon occasion of the cares, and burdens, and afflictions of particular persons
	22.1. When we pray with or for those that are troubled in mind, and melancholy, and under doubts and fears about their spiritual state.
	22.2. Those that are under convictions of sin, and begin to be concerned about their souls, and their salvation, and to enquire after Christ.
	22.3. When we pray with or for those that are sick and weak, and distempered in body; that those who are sick and in sin may be convinced, those who are sick and in Christ comforted.
	22.4. When we pray with or for those that are deprived of the use of their reason.
	22.5. When we pray with or for sick children.
	22.6. When we pray with or for families where death is, especially such as have lost their head.
	22.7. When we pray with or for those women that are near the time of travail, or in travail.
	22.8. When we pray with or for those that are recovered from sickness, or are delivered in childbearing, and desire to return thanks unto God for His mercy.
	22.9. When we pray with or for those parents, whose children are a grief to them, or such as they are in fear about.
	22.10. When we pray with or for those that are in prison.
	22.11. When we pray with or for condemned malefactors, that have but a little while to live.
	22.12. When we pray with or for those that are at sea.


	The Conclusion of Prayer
	1. We may then sum up our requests in some comprehensive petitions, as the conclusion of the whole matter
	2. We may then beg for the audience and acceptance of our poor weak prayers, for Christ’s sake
	3. We may then beg for the forgiveness of what has been amiss in our prayers
	4. We may then recommend ourselves to the conduct, protection and government of the divine grace, in the further services that lie before us, and in the whole course of our conversation
	5. We may conclude all with doxologies, or solemn praises of God, ascribing honor and glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, and sealing up all our praises and prayers with an affectionate Amen
	6. It is very proper to sum up our prayers in that form of prayer which Christ taught his disciples

	A Paraphrase on the Lord’s Prayer
	1. Our Father Which Art in Heaven
	2. Hallowed Be Your Name
	3. Your Kingdom Come
	4. Your Will be Done on Earth as it is in Heaven
	5. Give us This Day Our Daily Bread
	6. And Forgive us Our Debts as we Forgive Our Debtors
	7. And Lead us Not into Temptation, But Deliver us From Evil
	8. Yours is the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory Forever, Amen

	Some forms of Prayer
	1. A prayer to be used by children
	2. Another paraphrase on the Lord’s Prayer in the words of The Assembly’s Shorter Catechism
	3. Another prayer drawn out of my plain catechism for children
	4. A morning prayer for a family
	5. An evening prayer for a family
	6. A family prayer for the Lord’s Day morning
	7. A family prayer for the Lord’s Day evening
	8. A prayer proper to be put up by parents for their children
	9. A prayer for the use of a particular person, before the receiving of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
	10. Another after the receiving of the Lord’s Supper
	11. An address to God before meat
	12. Another
	13. An address to God after meat
	14. Another


